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ABSTRACT 
 

English courses consist of General English (GE) and English for Specific Purposes 

(ESP). While GE is designed for students to further develop their ability to use English as a 

communicative tool. ESP is contrived to train their ability to read and write what is 

technologically oriented. Considering that English is most likely to be encountered in their 

professional career, setting the goal on emphasizing the rise of English as the international 

language of Science and Technology is a must. Thus, using professional journals instead of 

using general ‘texts’ as a term technical article is used. Although ‘semi-ESP’ courses were at 

present being taught, there was still a scarcity of materials for such English. There was, 

therefore, a great need to bridge instruction from GE to ESP. It is also a challenge, for most 

professionals, to align their language according to different professions. Communication can 

become crucial to them because they find it difficult to communicate. Regardless of the degree 

they have accomplished, using the language in either speaking or writing can still be a challenge 

to them. This is the reason why other still needs to hire other professional speakers to speak on 

their behalf. However, if they are well equipped with the knowledge, GE and ESP, then 

professionals would not get intimidated to speak in front of other professionals.  

The study aimed to analyze lexical items underpinned in the textbooks used in the 

current teaching of ESP and GE. Using content analysis, a systematic evaluation of texts to 

examine nuances to bridge the gap between quantitative and qualitative data. This was such of 

importance, however, difficult to study due to issues of interest and the frequency of lexical 

items in ESP, and GE textbooks. With that being said, the study was then resolved to gather 

data from existing ESP textbooks in NCR only. Based on the existing references found, there 

are:  13,713 lexical items in Hospitality Management, 17,561 in Criminology, 4576 in Tourism, 

7167 in Marine Engineering, and 512 in Information Technology. Furthermore, the overall 
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percentage of ESP lexical items fell in Tier 2 (with multiple-meaning while the least was in 

Tier 3, specifically on context-specific vocabulary. The study is mainly focused on vocabulary, 

because the researcher believed that is a professional is knowledgeable enough of the 

vocabulary word; how it is define, its other definition, how it is used in a sentence, and how it 

is used in different situation; then there would probably no difference even when a professional 

use it in written or verbal language.  

According to The Princeton Review, top ten of the many courses that students usually 

take are: computer science, communications, government/ political science, business, 

economics, English language and literature, psychology, nursing, chemical engineering, and 

biology. These are based on reasons such as covering job prospects, alumni salaries, and 

popularity. These courses are said to guarantee job and/ or huge paycheck, requiring different 

skill set that uses the same English language in a different context, purpose, and goal. 

Furthermore, these also offer unique intellectual changes that will help students to develop skill 

set that are applicable for variety of professional positions.  

In line with the following reasons the researcher has decided to included five courses 

only: first, these three are the readily available materials found that best suits the interest of the 

students at present; second, based on studies, most students take these courses due to factors 

such salary, opportunities provided here and across countries, in trend and more 21st century 

skills based; third, is the fact that most of the said courses are specialized based, which is the 

primary concern of this study. Since English is being taken advantage just as a language and 

not as tool for understanding and communication, might as well highlight its value in the market 

as professionals utilize the language in their respective places of work. 

 It is the core of vocabulary learning to ensure English language teaching. Its 

goal is to help learners better understand language, allowing them to understand others as they 



6 
 

want to express themselves as well.  This applies not only in speaking but also in writing and 

reading. However, this study is strictly confined to the understanding of vocabulary and does 

not deal to the different factors to consider when writing or speaking in English. Wilkins (1972, 

p. 111-112) stated that without grammar very little understanding can be acquired and without 

vocabulary there can be no learning at all. Thus, even without good grammar, so long as you 

equipped with useful words and expression, one can still manage to communicate. Lewis 

(1993) argued that “lexis is the heart of language” and that it develops a better fluency and 

expression in English. He also added the significance to the learners of acquiring a more 

productive vocabulary knowledge, also, their eagerness to develop their own personal 

vocabulary strategies. Thus, it is the goal of the researcher to help learners improve their 

vocabulary knowledge, to find a way to fully grasp newly encountered words. This leads to a 

proposed bridge model program which recommends to highlight the need for a tool for both 

the teacher and the student to better absorb the context of English as a language tool for specific 

context respective to any degree taken. Through this, more are expected to improve grasp of 

the language and may be able to use it with confidence.  
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CHAPTER I 

THE PROBLEM AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

INTRODUCTION 

At present, the world has considered English as the ‘language of business’ and is used 

strictly for business purposes. Though there are many similarities between general English and 

business English, the vocabulary used is different and one of its biggest differences is the 

method of teaching and the targeted audience. They say business English means being 

acquainted with unmotivated students. This is an obvious mistake since teaching business 

English is highly valued by highly motivated, intelligent professionals for they want to increase 

their skills especially in business and the international environment. This may also include 

skills in the following aspects: technical or academic terminology, taking notes, and making 

presentations. It is the main aim of Business English to meet the specific expectations and needs 

of the students.  Since learners of business English are never complete beginners, there is a 

need for them to have a deep understanding of the General English Vocabulary to improve 

their business-related skills. However, in reality, a lot of professionals still experience the 

struggle of using the language, shifting from audience to another. It is evident that for each 

profession, there is a specific language to be used, therefore, the shift in vocabulary knowledge 

from GE to ESP becomes crucial for many. 

Higher Education Statistics Authority (HESA) presented that business dominates most 

popular graduate school majors. There is a reason to believe that business qualifications are in 

high demand among employers, and becomes increasingly popular among those who are 

seeking either to progress within their current career, or break into a new sector. They also have 

also revealed that according to the recent GMAC survey of MBA and other business Master 

students in 33 countries worldwide found that 60% had already received job offer before 

graduating.  This standard changes the norm in the professional world, paying more attention 
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to one’s skills set more. Thus, it is evident that a learner must be able to learn how to properly 

execute their thoughts as manifested on the standards being followed. Indeed, it cannot be 

denied that this era is more focused on the skills set that will best benefit the modern age. 21st 

century skills refers to a broad set of knowledge, skills, work habits, and character traits that 

are believed- by educator, school reformers, college professors, employers, and others. It was 

stated that though 21st century skills may differ from person to person, place to place, or school 

to school, the term still reflect a general set of goals.  Furthermore, these also offer unique 

intellectual changes that will help students to develop skill set that are applicable for variety of 

professional positions. Thus, the researcher utilized random sampling in choosing five (5) 

textbooks in ESP from the different colleges and universities in Luzon, specifically ESP for 

Hospitality Management from University A; ESP for Criminology from College A; ESP for 

Tourism from University A; ESP for Marine Engineering from College B; and ESP for 

Information Technology from University B. The researcher considered the following 

guidelines in selecting textbooks to be part of the study. The researcher ensured that the 

textbooks were currently available and used in teaching English for Specific Purpose (ESP) 

during the time of the study. The researcher was able to find five (5) ESP textbooks available 

 Voltaire in Schmitt (2010) asserted that it is difficult to put language into words. It is 

through teaching vocabulary that students are able to understand and communicate using the 

English language. He also added that learning vocabulary allows a learner to use English 

language according to a specific purpose. Pesina (2014) said that lexicon is a core that 

comprises the most frequent words in vocabulary learning. He asserted that the learners’ 

familiarity to a words depends on the continuous usage or exposure to the words being learned. 

This is helps identify and produce index of word usage or cite the frequency of a word or 

expression. Thus, words that are commonly encountered are considered familiar to the tongue 
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as the learners get to expose themselves to it more often. This is makes it easier for the learner 

to understand the depth of the meaning of a word and the different situation it can be utilized. 

Previous studies revealed the huge gap between GE and ESP in terms of vocabulary. 

As to content, it was a fact that texts were different. ESP materials had only limited efficacy in 

bridging this gap so there was a need to identify the ‘bridge level’ materials more closely of 

general use labeled as “semi-ESP”. One way the researcher saw to help the material users to 

connect the two courses was to supplement a specialized vocabulary list, if not to have a 

generally-understood word list found. To balance the research result, both GE and ESP 

materials were subjected to analysis in themes. 

General English and Business English differ in practice. There were examples given to 

further provide an idea of how the words have been different from each other, making 

statements acceptable as business expressions and more professional. For example, instead of 

using the word ‘need,’ one could use the term ‘require’ and instead of saying ‘I need to make 

sure,’ one could utter ‘I need to ensure’. Thus, one’s vocabulary and choice of words may play 

a big impact on making one’s language business-like and professional. However, to ease the 

shift from the two courses, ‘semi-ESP’ classes need to discover how to start this smooth 

transition. The first was to include the courses into the curriculum. Next was to plan for semi-

ESP materials. This research concerns the material preparation. It might be thought that semi-

ESP materials appear to insufficiently prepare students with the demands that it requires, 

denying the twin goals that could be set up by ESP classes. Thus, there is a huge advantage for 

a professional to excel in his chosen field if this skill is well-developed and practiced. This 

further justifies Julia Penelope’s quote, “Language is power, in ways more literal than most 

people think. When we speak, we exercise the power of language to transform reality. Why 

don’t more of us realize the connection between language and power?” Once an individual 

understood the role that language portrays to the professional industry, there is a greater chance 
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for any individual to freely express their thoughts that can also be understood by their audience. 

I must say, this is such an advantage to acquire as a learner, a teacher, and a professional. 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

In the development of language teaching, English for Specific Purposes emerged as a 

branch of language that aimed to hone the knowledge, skills, and technicalities needed by 

learners in their future workplace (Pradhan, Dusmatra Kumar, Kanta et.al. (2013). Thus, this 

separates it from English for General Purposes or General English (GP). However, it was 

pointed out that these two branches of English were highly interrelated, but differed in theory 

and practice.  To elaborate, ESP was conceived to be highly motivated as the learner’s needs 

were catered and addressed which led to professional information and communication. The 

role of English across different disciplines had undergone different changes based on uses and 

functions.  These changes gave avenues and opportunities for educators to develop and 

innovate teaching English and Languages in the modern educational system (Georgievea, 

2019). 

Top 10 Subjects for Grad School Applicants , 2012-13 

Subject % of grad school applicants interested in 

this subject 

Business & management 44.5% 

Finance & accounting 18.9% 

Economics 15.3% 

Administration 14.6% 

International Relations 12.9% 

Computing/IT 11.7% 

Communications/media 9.2% 

Electrical engineering 5.1% 

Law 4.9% 

General Engineering  4.6% 
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As shown in the table above, survey results for graduate studies applicants year 2012-2013 

QS, out of 4,000 responses from graduate school applicants, it was revealed that the most 

popular courses were those in business and related subjects, including finance & accounting, 

economics and administration. International relations, computing, communications, law, and 

engineering also made in the top. Thus, it can be realized that most of the courses are related 

to Mathematics, Science, Public Relations, and Communications.  

Higher Education Statistics Authority (HESA) presented that business dominates most 

popular graduate school majors. There was a reason to believe that business qualifications are 

in high demand among employers, and becomes increasingly popular among those who are 

seeking either to progress within their current career, or break into a new sector. They also have 

also revealed that according to the recent GMAC survey of MBA and other business Master 

students in 33 countries worldwide found that 60% had already received job offer before 

graduating. Indeed, it cannot be denied that this era is more focused on the skills set that will 

best benefit the modern age. 21st century skills refers to a broad set of knowledge, skills, work 

habits, and character traits that are believed- by educator, school reformers, college professors, 

employers, and others. It was stated that though 21st century skills may differ from person to 

person, place to place, or school to school, the term still reflect a general set of goals.  

Furthermore, these also offer unique intellectual changes that will help students to develop skill 

set that are applicable for variety of professional positions. Thus, the researcher utilized random 

sampling in choosing five (5) textbooks in ESP from the different colleges and universities in 

Luzon, specifically ESP for Hospitality Management from University A; ESP for Criminology 

from College A; ESP for Tourism from University A; ESP for Marine Engineering from 

College B; and ESP for Information Technology from University B. The researcher considered 

the following guidelines in selecting textbooks to be part of the study. The researcher ensured 

that the textbooks were currently available and used in teaching English for Specific Purpose 
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(ESP) during the time of the study. The researcher was able to find five (5) ESP textbooks 

available 

In ESP, needs analysis was vital to determine the language skills that learners could use in 

certain professional tasks.  On one hand, GE provides an opportunity for learners to gain more 

language based on grammar language structure and general vocabulary.  However, a needs 

analysis was not conducted due to equal importance given to ideology, knowledge, and skills 

heightened on GE.  Though, Gai (2017) emphasized that educators should select teaching 

materials that provided an opportunity for students to experience a definitive transition from 

GE to ESP and highlights the language skills training and aim the use of English to obtain 

professional knowledge.  For students, college life is the most crucial part in adolescence 

because this is where people choose a significant degree that ripple throughout one’s career 

and life. However, part of this is the reality that some of us do not get to choose the course that 

we wanted which leads us to learning a whole new different perspective and an unfamiliar 

atmosphere and approach.  

Xu (2011) mentioned, in line to discourse, the evaluation of learner’s understanding of ESP 

was heavily based on the textbook materials selected by educators.  One of the identified 

concerns in textbook selection would be the appropriateness of the materials to learners’ skills. 

It was established that the majority of the ESP textbooks were focused on complex grammar 

and rarely used vocabulary items, moreover, the lexical part of a textbook or reference was 

vital in learning the vocabulary of the learners (Gai, 2017).  In support, Tskhvitava, (2016) 

mentioned that vocabulary played a major linguistic obstacle to non-native English-speaking 

students. This empirically implied that learners with few vocabularies would encounter a 

certain degree of difficulty in comprehension and communication using the English language.  

In support, Iwankovitsch (2013) emphasized that to succeed in English there is a necessity for 

a large set of vocabulary and several lexical large to be acquired. This would allow the learner 
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to communicate and comprehend better. However, these challenges could be overcome by 

incorporating vocabulary learning strategies in developing textbooks and practices as 

suggested by Tskhviata (2016).  With these, the current researcher deemed that there was a 

need to analyze the lexical items on ESP textbooks and a bridge model was needed to ensure 

that the learned vocabulary from the EGP would properly be utilized in learning ESP to widen 

learners’ language. The learner’s knowledge from EGP will help determine the vocabulary 

foundation they possess. From this, educators’ may see the necessary instructions that may 

bridge them to the understanding of ESP.  

On the other hand, as a new curriculum was being implemented due to the chain effect of 

the K-12 Basic Educational System, the textbooks in ESP and EGP were quite limited during 

the conduct of the study. Due to the change in the educational system in the tertiary level 

anchored on the changes made on the basic education level, it is evident that materials for this 

curriculum are still limited. Since there is a huge shift in the curriculum, the learners have 

undergone a lot of changes and pressure as well. In terms of vocabulary knowledge, learners 

are required to learn concepts that are job-ready, especially for both senior high school and 

tertiary level students. These factors suggest a strong vocabulary foundation. However, it is 

both a question and a challenge for both the teacher and the students to meet these needs in a 

short period. Thus, the findings of the study could be used as a basis in proposing and 

developing a bridge model for vocabulary instruction to benefit the learners, educators, 

curriculum planners, textbook writers, and educational administrators. 

RESEARCH PROBLEMS 

This study have analysed the lexical items underpinned in the textbooks used in teaching 

English for Specific Purpose in the current Philippine Tertiary English course programs based 

on the Philippine Commission on Higher Education Order No. 20, Series of 2013. Specifically, 

the study sought to answer the following:  
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1. What lexical items are found in ESP textbooks across the following disciplines:  

1.1. Hospitality Management;  

1.2. Criminology;  

1.3. Tourism; 

1.4. Marine Engineering; and 

1.5. Information Technology? 

2. How are the ESP lexical items compared based on the following:  

2.1. Basic Vocabulary (Tier 1); 

2.2. Multiple-Meaning Vocabulary (Tier 2); and 

2.3. Context-Specific Vocabulary (Tier 3)? 

3. What bridge model for vocabulary instructions in English for General Purposes can be 

proposed based on the findings of the study? 

LIMITATIONS 

In the paucity of the current study, the researcher focused on the textbook analysis 

focusing on the occurrence of lexical items among English for Specific Purpose (ESP) 

textbooks available and currently used in the Philippines, specifically in the NCR. Along with 

this, the researcher was able to validate the available ESP textbooks developed for the use of 

students taking Bachelor of Science in Hospital Management, Criminology, Tourism, Marine 

Engineering, and Information Technology. Importantly, the researcher investigated the lexical 

items found in the different ESP textbooks based on the criteria. Furthermore, the study was 

conducted during the Academic Year 2018 - 2019. It was the goal of this study to come up with 

a model that will bridge the gap between the prior vocabulary knowledge of the learner and the 

requisites of a particular course based on L2 classification. The model shall be used as a tool 

to anchor strategies and instructions that will help improve learner’s vocabulary development 

and would help them reveal the meaning of a word. Furthermore, the study is also limited on 

the understanding of the words through vocabulary knowledge. It is not confined to the factors 
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and rules governing writing and speaking the English language. It is evident that the learner 

will be subjected to use the existing vocabulary words in context, however, the learners will 

not be evaluated based on factors affecting writing and speaking, such as; pronunciation and 

intonation; capitalization, grammar, and punctuations.  

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

The following terms were operationally defined to give clarity on the meaning of the words as 

used in the study: 

Bridge Model.  This refers to the output as a result of the study based on the comparison of 

lexical terms found in the ESP textbooks used by the learners. 

English for General Purposes. This refers to a course taken by Filipino college students in 

the first year.  

English for Specific Purpose.  This refers to a course taken by Filipino college students in the 

second year and third year which was intended to educate and familiarize them with the 

technical words appropriate in their field of interest. 

ESP Textbooks. This refers to five (5) books from different authors used as textbooks in ESP 

subject by the second year and third-year college students. 

Lexical Items.  This refers to words appropriate to the tertiary level commonly used in the five 

(5) textbooks of different authors which aimed to enhance the technical vocabulary of the 

students to communicate in an anticipated workplace based on the course program. 

Vocabulary Instructions. This refers to the set of lexical terms in which college teachers 

should teach the students to enhance their technical vocabulary which fits their specialized 

workplace. 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

Considering the goal of providing an analysis and a model for vocabulary instruction, 

the researcher ponders on the concept of a systematic approach in evaluating the existing 
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vocabulary of the learners. Throughout their years of studying, they have acquired a set of skills 

and vocabulary knowledge that equipped them ready for the next level. Since there were limited 

existing references in NCR, the researcher aimed to understand the gravity of each word to 

ESP and GE as far as English as communicative too is concerned.  

As far as vocabulary learning is concerned, there are many concepts to reflect on. 

Theories that would further expound the learning process that the learners may undergo. 

Constructivism Theory, a theory used in the teaching and learning process which is believed to 

be present within the construction of knowledge in the students’ mind. In this model, students 

are deemed to discover and transform information. The learners also check new information 

against old and revise rules when they do no longer apply. The learner is considered as an 

active agent in the process of knowledge acquisition. This theory has developed its concept 

based on its historical roots in the work of Dewey (1929), Bruner (1961), Vygotsky (1962), 

and Piaget (1980). Other theorists like Bednar, Cunningham, Duffy, and Perry (1992) and von 

Glasersfeld, (1995), have proposed that there are several implications for instructional 

developers emphasizing that the learning outcome should focus on the knowledge construction 

process and that from authentic tasks with specific objectives and learning goals should be 

determined.  

  This theory suggests that learning could essentially be considered a matter of storing 

information for later recalls as regards the vocabulary development of a learner (Lin, 2015). In 

this aspect, constructivism emphasized the importance of what the learner knows as they 

portray an active meaning-maker and problem-solver. Also, Zhou and Wang (2016) mentioned 

that the core constructivism theory relied on the learner’s initiative on exploring and 

discovering, requiring students to comprehend and continuously accrue knowledge along the 

process. On one hand, Wang and Suwanthep (2017) presented that as a new trend in language 

learning arises, constructivism received advocates from many scholars which were recognized 



17 
 

as a psychological theory of knowledge and learning acquisition. This is where people actively 

interpret and construct their conclusion before the knowledge and new information gained 

through interaction. Furthermore, it has been stated that vocabulary learning could successfully 

improve learner’s achievement. Thus, actively constructing their understanding of a word 

through their prior knowledge and new information acquired boosts one’s development in the 

language. It also perpetuated that participation of the learners in the construction of the meaning 

through interactive processes in vocabulary instruction became an effective strategy (Liu, 

2012).   

Besides, interactive theory plays a core value in word construction which views 

knowledge, learning, and teaching; Knowledge view refers to the ability of the students to 

flexibly process knowledge at the same time learn from outside information gained through 

information processing. Thus, the interaction between the prior knowledge and the new 

knowledge is made possible through the integration of what the students already know. On the 

other hand, the learning view is based on the existing knowledge that refers to the process of 

knowledge acquisition (Zhou and Wang, 2016). In this process, the task of students constructs 

the concept, handling the prior knowledge and the new knowledge deftly. However, the 

teaching view’s purpose is to help students better understand the inner meaning of knowledge 

construction. In the teaching process, the teacher’s guide their students in the acquisition of 

knowledge in a scientific manner. This urges them to construct new knowledge based on prior 

knowledge instead of just forgetting them. Thus, this helps them better understand the 

interaction between prior knowledge and new knowledge. This is utilized similarly in 

developing effective vocabulary instruction (Bada, 2015). 

Rumelhart (1997) describes the reading process and linguistic elements as processed 

interpreted by the brain. This interactive model combines both the surface structure systems 

(such as the sensory, bottom-up portion of reading) and the deep structure systems (such as the 
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thinking, or top-down, aspects of reading to build meaning and memory for all learners). For 

the process to work, readers use both the knowledge of word structure and the background 

knowledge in interpreting the texts they read. Thus, whenever a student encounters an unknown 

word, it is decoded using the surface structure systems like graph phonic or letter-sound. On 

the other hand, some may find it easier to use deep structure systems like semantic knowledge 

which relates more to meaning and vocabulary. This helps them decode the same unknown 

word, validating, and supporting both methods of understanding. Through this, an individual 

realizes the process information in many different ways. 

The surface structure processing is also known as bottom-up processing. This is the 

sensory portion of reading that focuses on understanding the use of knowledge thru letter-sound 

relationships, lexical or word knowledge, and syntactic or contextual understanding of the text 

to make meaning of previously unknown material make sense. This type of processing can be 

assisted by teaching phonemic awareness and sentence structure skills. Students who only use 

the surface structure approach often find it difficult to comprehend a text. On the other hand, 

deep structure processing, known as top-down processing, is considered the thinking aspect of 

reading. This employs vocabulary knowledge, background knowledge, and social construction 

in deriving meaning from a text. Often, this is easier for poor readers who might be having 

trouble with word recognition but know about the topic. These learners must build a larger pool 

of knowledge which they can draw when faced with unknown text. This is the role of 

vocabulary instruction. This model helps the teachers provide instructions that are aligned to 

the different needs of the learners.   This pertains to the different sets of skills suitable for 

various characteristics and needs that a learner possesses. Through this, they are motivated to 

utilize the set of skills that they have and make good use of it at its maximum potential, focusing 

on both their strengths and weaknesses, also, to fully assess their individual needs. 

Furthermore, whenever found in a classroom set up, students should be more encouraged to 
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share knowledge with classmates or peers; and this model allows the reader to bring his 

background knowledge when reading and when interacting with others to build meaning and 

memory based on a text. 

Showing the relationship of the two (2) theories, constructivism as a paradigm could be 

interactive and at the same time constructive. People are considered as information constructor. 

This is where the learner actively creates their representations of objective reality. The new 

information acquired may be linked to prior knowledge, making the representations subjective. 

It has been said that a didactic approach like behaviorism, programmed instruction, and 

constructivism follow an approach that allows the learner to construct knowledge through 

active interactions. On the contrary, this model depends on their in-depth experiences and their 

theories about the environment, which could be tested through social negotiation. There are a 

different interpretation and construction of the knowledge process from each person. A student 

is not a blank space (tabula rasa) but is considered to bring their past experiences and other 

cultural factors to a situation. There is a common misunderstanding as regards constructivism, 

stating that instructors should never inform students directly, instead, must allow students to 

construct the knowledge for themselves. This confuses the theory of pedagogy (teaching) from 

the theory of knowing; where the theory of pedagogy assumes that all knowledge is constructed 

based on the previous knowledge of the students regardless of the means it was acquired.  

Reading combines two (2) types of processes: the top-down or the reader-based 

approach and the bottom-up or the text-based approach. This interactive theory states that both 

approaches give the reader a prediction about the text because when a reader does not form 

immediate prediction, he reads more closely. This assumes that the reader may eventually come 

up with an interpretation of just using lower-level comprehension skills and higher-level 

comprehension skills. In other words, this theory claims that readers can automatically 

recognize words and ideas that tap into their lower-level comprehension, eventually bringing 
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in the logic and knowledge of the topic that taps into their higher-level comprehension. Thus, 

the readers use context clues in understanding unfamiliar words as their background knowledge 

to fully grasp its content. The processes within this theory undertake parallel work with each 

other. Moreover, failure in using both processes may result in the reader being able to acquire 

the ability to fully understand the written word.  

Reading combines two (2) types of processes: the top-down or the reader-based 

approach and the bottom-up or the text-based approach. This interactive theory states that both 

approaches give the reader a prediction about the text because when a reader does not form 

immediate prediction, he reads more closely. This assumes that the reader may eventually come 

up with an interpretation with just using lower-level comprehension skills and higher-level 

comprehension skills. In other words, this theory claims that readers can automatically 

recognize words and ideas that tap into their lower-level comprehension, eventually bringing 

in the logic and knowledge of the topic that tap into their higher-level comprehension. Thus, 

the readers use context clues in understanding unfamiliar words as their background knowledge 

to fully grasp its content. The processes within this theory undertake parallel work with each 

other. Moreover, failure in using both processes may result the reader to being able to acquire 

the ability to fully understand the written work.  
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Figure 1.  The Conceptual Framework of the Study 

 

 Hasan & Shabdin (2016) cited Meara (1996) on how she has argued the idea that a 

student possessing more vocabulary is better skilled in language use than those students who 

have less vocabulary knowledge. It was also mentioned that the size or the breadth of 

vocabulary knowledge will determine the depth of knowledge that a learner has of a word (Qian 
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elements such as spelling, pronunciation, meaning, frequency, register, and syntactic, 

morphological traits. Thus, there is indeed a need to predetermine the knowledge acquired by 

the students. Through this knowledge, educators may be able to align specific strengths and 

TIER 1 
Basic Vocabulary 

 

TIER 2 
Multiple Meaning 

Vocabulary 
 

TIER 3 
Context- Specific 

Vocabulary 
 

Vocabulary 

Instruction 

Vocabulary 

Instruction 



22 
 

weaknesses to particular vocabulary instruction. Eventually, this instruction may assist both 

teachers and students. The learners may then meet the prerequisite vocabulary knowledge of a 

particular course. They may also be equipped with a strategy to unlock the meaning of word 

thru both their prior and newly acquired knowledge. 

           As shown in the figure above, the framework of this study focuses not only on the 

morphological analysis but also on the underpinning meaning that each word possesses. This 

knowledge must be aligned with the requisite vocabulary knowledge of a learner at the tertiary 

level. The first frame is the vocabulary requirement which pertains to the prerequisite 

vocabulary knowledge that a learner must have as they enter a particular course. This is 

anchored directly to the learner at the beginning of the framework. This means that a learner 

must be aware of these requirements. It is evident that even in the younger years of a learner, 

he or she is already aware of the knowledge that one must possess to survive and acquire the 

skill set. The third frame, on the other hand, is split into two. These two still pertain to the 

learner, as it exposes the prior knowledge and the newly acquired knowledge of a learner. It 

can be also be observed that two arrows point simultaneously to each other. This suggests 

complement to both pieces of knowledge as they unlock the learner’s vocabulary prowess 

according to their respective tiers. There are three tiers mentioned: Tier 1, basic vocabulary; 

Tier 2, multiple-meaning vocabulary; and Tier 3, context-specific vocabulary (pp.79-80). 

Simply by determining the respective tiers that each words belong to, the student now can then 

assess whether they may be able to use either a top-down or a bottom up method. Thus, this 

will allow the teacher to further understand the grasp of the student, by the process by which 

the words are to be utilized by the student. Furthermore, the vocabulary instruction that is found 

on both sides of the tiers signifies the necessary strategies and techniques that both a teacher 

and a learner may utilize. The vocabulary instruction will help the learner achieve vocabulary 
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knowledge. This knowledge will then be anchored back to the first frame as it needs to evaluate 

whether the acquired knowledge is aligned to the knowledge needed for the course.  

 In mastering a new skills, comprehension is one key skill needed in order to acquire the 

skills set and knowledge needed in the professional world. But how can a learner manage to 

grasp all the vocabulary needed for the purpose of understanding and learning. A learner needs 

to be able to express oneself in manner that is also understood under the same professional 

community. A learner must be able to adjust his knowledge according to the type, purpose, and 

profession that must be dealt with. However, in this framework factors affecting writing and 

speaking skills were not included as to the focus of the study is mainly to improve vocabulary 

knowledge through the proposed bridge model.  

The framework above shows the relationship of the prior knowledge and new 

knowledge acquired in coming up with a comprehensive approach for an individual learner. 

This allows an individual learner to absorb the teaching-learning process on their paces. This 

belief in learning allows the development of confidence and skills of the students when it comes 

to the analysis of the concept of word. The application of constructivism supports the 

philosophy of learning in building both the students’ and teachers’ understanding of a word 

and the concept of a word. This theory is basically where the students come up with their 

understanding and knowledge through experiencing things and through reflecting on those 

experiences. This may be revealed through the relationship between the prior and new 

knowledge acquired by the learner. Whenever a student encounters anything new, they have 

the concept of connecting that new knowledge with the knowledge that they have previously 

acquired or experienced. This may or may have not changed their belief, accepting or 

disregarding the new information acquired as relevant or irrelevant. In any case, they become 

active creators of their knowledge. Furthermore, they must ask questions, explore, and assess 

the knowledge that they have. The constructivist approach could prove very beneficial in 
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learning and teaching words in a language. Constructivism could be a way to help and improve 

a student’s grasp of a word foreign to him or her. The researcher believes that once a learner is 

proved to have a full grasp of the vocabulary words to learn, then it is considered that students 

can also use these words accordingly respective to the purpose and use that the learner must 

do, be it in written or oral form of communication.  

In a classroom set up, the constructivist point towards several different teaching 

practices. This takes place as the learner distinguish the semantic representation of a word 

through the different tiers. The appropriate teaching practices encourage the students to use 

active techniques (experiments, real-world problem solving) in creating and acquiring more 

knowledge, then reflect and talk about the understanding they have gained. Thus, aligned with 

the concept of the interactive theory, the teacher should make sure that the learner would 

understand the pre-existing conceptions, and should guide them through activities that address 

their needs. These instructions will cater to the specific needs of the learner based on what they 

have come up with. This is learner-centered design allows the learners to be more engaged in 

the instruction. This is ruled by the learning outcomes which deem to be acquired after the 

analysis of the learner’s need (McGriff, 2000). With the 21st century set up, the teachers are 

also challenged to come up with interactive activities that boost the spirit and interest of the 

learners to learn more. Puentedura (2000) stated, in his SAMR model, that the progression that 

the learners often follow as they go on with the teaching-learning process. This is also where 

the teacher assesses and evaluates the technology used in the classroom. He also added that 

this model helps the learners engage more in the learning process. If the target is built the 

confidence of the learner in evaluating themselves, then it a challenge for the teachers to make 

the teaching-learning process more timely and interactive. Through this, the learners may be 

able to take self-evaluation as part of the instruction. This may also allow the teachers to 

provide the necessary instructions need to meet specific requirements. As we all know, in the 
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Philippine set up, students would often tell the teachers that they know a particular concept, 

just to avoid further instruction or criticism.  

Furthermore, the teacher’s role is also very important in the constructivism learning 

theory concerning its connection to vocabulary instruction. Instead of the traditional scenario 

where a teacher gives a lecture, this theory states that as facilitators it is their role to aid the 

students with instructions that are aligned to their understanding. “Out with the old in with the 

new,” they say as the teaching-learning process embraces the intervention of technology to 

improve learner’s interest and learning styles. The focus is now pointed upon the student and 

their learning process, on what they know and what they are trying to know. Initiating this 

theory would take a much different approach towards learning as well. Instead of the usual 

spoon-feeding of knowledge, the teacher must begin asking. Students then will be trained to 

answer questions that align with the curriculum through the teacher’s guidance in facilitating 

the students to come up with their conclusions instead of just being told. Also, there must be a 

continuous conversation with the students to open a new direction that may cater to their needs 

as the learning takes place. Teachers must challenge the students by allowing them to think 

critically, not by merely being a teacher but as a mentor, a consultant, and/ or a coach. They 

must teach the students to accept reality instead of just replying to someone else’s information. 

The constructivism learning theory suggests that students should be exposed to more data like 

primary sources, allow them to interact with other students for them to learn from each other’s 

experiences. This must imply that the classroom becomes an invitation for ample of different 

family backgrounds and history which allows the learning more diverse as they come together 

and at the same time observe and analyze common and different acquired information and 

ideas. 

On the other hand, interactive theory, following its role in the vocabulary development 

is more concerned with the use the ‘top-down processing’ as an approach to construct 
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information that is relevant to the learning process undertaken. Students in this method would 

be given an advanced, more critical introduction to new concepts. Students, with the assistance 

of the teacher, could work on breaking concepts down to fully comprehend what was being 

shown to them. Instead of starting with the basics, students were given more complex words 

and then work them out into simpler word concepts, in such a way that could easily tap to the 

stored knowledge that they have. This makes it tangible for the students to grasp and fully 

comprehend (Anthony, 2018).  

Surface structure processing, known as the ‘bottom-up processing,’ was discussed to 

relate the first process with the latter parts in the framework. This model seemed to be the 

sensory portion of word learning. It focuses on the letter-sound relationship, lexical or word 

knowledge, and the syntactic or contextual understanding of the text (Alhaqbani, & Mehdi 

2012). The teaching of phonemic awareness and sentence structure skills can assist this type of 

processing. However, students who only use the surface structure approach find it difficult to 

comprehend the text. On the other hand, deep structure processing, also known as ‘top-down 

processing,’ employs vocabulary knowledge, background knowledge, and social construction 

in deriving the meaning from the text. This often makes it easier for poor readers, who might 

have trouble with word recognition but have knowledge of the topic, to fully understand the 

meaning of a new word encountered. Thus, vocabulary instruction could be imperative for 

these learners when building a larger pool of knowledge from which they draw meaning when 

faced with unknown texts. 

Vocabulary learning becomes effective if learners would have a wide range of 

experiences, a sufficient number of exposures, active engagements, consistent direct 

instructions, and useful word-learning strategies. Thus, vocabulary may increase when 

explicitly taught. Furthermore, it was emphasized that to bring words more meaningful to 

students it could be outlined into three (3) types of vocabulary or tiers. On one hand, 



27 
 

Iwankovitch (2013) mentioned that an effective bridge model for instruction should allow 

students to immerse themselves in a language-rich environment, directly teaching words and 

teaching students to use word-learning strategies. 

In the study, lexical items were identified with the aid of licensed N-Vivo software. 

Whereas, the identification of lexical items was based on the set of criteria that the researcher 

established to determine its appropriateness to the users of the textbooks. Afterward, the 

identified lexical items were categorized in their respective tiers (Hsu, 2006). This was essential 

in teaching vocabulary among students. As to the development of a bridge model based on 

identified lexical items in the textbooks, the research embanked on one of the nine (9) essential 

components of language teaching which was to build and to extend the vocabulary and the oral 

language skills as emphasized by Alfaki (2014). Other components included graph-phonic 

foundations on fluency that provides expert instruction and practice when recognizing high-

frequency vocabulary, which includes teaching common word parts and spelling patterns, 

teaching, and modeling. Provided that practice in the application of a decoding strategy uses 

an appropriate text to coach strategic behaviors and to build reading speed, using repeated 

reading procedures. Expanding to the growth fluency through wide independent reading, and 

monitoring fluency development using the appropriate assessment procedures.   

Anchored on the conceptual framework of the study, the researcher deemed to develop 

a bridge model aimed to help in enriching and improving the vocabulary instructions. The 

theories significantly played a major role in the construction of a bridge model based on the 

identified lexical terms among the books used in teaching English for Specific Purposes in the 

Philippines. Since prior knowledge of vocabulary exists among students which were instilled 

and polished through the years of their studying, they are expected to build a wide range of 

vocabulary. These could be used in unlocking and learning new vocabulary as they proceeded 

in taking another course in language learning in English for Specific Purposes. This displayed 
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that constructivism was needed in the English language and college teaching (Zhou and Wang, 

2016). With this, the researcher considered textbooks used in the Philippines in teaching ESP 

based on the new curriculum for the tertiary level. The researcher linked the bridge model to 

the textbooks used in teaching ESP at the tertiary level of the Philippine Educational System. 

The findings of the study could be used as a basis to improve the textbooks and teaching 

strategies used by educators.  

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE 

This section of the study presents the review of related literature and studies from the 

local and foreign sources to add more relevance and depth on the topic of this study. 

Even during the early times, there arose many scholars who aimed to analyze the 

challenge experienced in learning a language, not just English. Considering this a universal 

language, many tries to adapt and learn for the purpose of business, communication, and 

learning. Since the mid-1960s, it has been told based on several analysis that a word is not 

reproduced, rather is constructed from components. Evidently, sentences are created by first 

generating the semantic representation, followed by the configuration of the semantic elements 

that go along the semantic representation of the lexical units until the configuration is replaced 

with the phonological form. It was then asserted that words are not simply stored from set of 

suggested words but are synthesized in the lexicon (Pesina & Yusupova, 2015).  

CONCEPT OF A WORD 

The concept of the word simply means that a group of letters within a sentence are 

separated with the use of space, it has meaning and is spoken. If one understands a concept of 

word, one may see some words in a sentence and can distinguish them all.  When a group of 

letters is recognized as a word, then one must have understood the concept of word. This is 

where the breaking down of words takes place, where one determines the different sounds 

(beginning, middle, ending) that the word may be categorized. This would further help a learner 
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to read a word insight. The concept of a word can be a fairly easy concept for individuals, 

however, those who struggle reading a word may find it difficult to grasp its concept. 

In a reading booklet entitled: Promoting Vocabulary Development, prepared by Texas 

Education Agency (2002), the word was emphasized as a tool for a learner to connect with 

their background knowledge. The learner’s ability to recognize a word affects not only their 

efficiency in reading but also their ability to understand the whole meaning of a text. Thus, the 

concept of word plays an important role in the learning process (Mousaw, 2014). The learners’ 

knowledge of a word allows them to express their ideas and learn new concepts. Also, it has a 

huge factor in one’s academic success. However, it was also mentioned that this will also be 

crucial for them considering the process that the learner must undergo in comprehending a text 

in the different grade levels (Anderson, 1981 in Texas Education Agency, 2002).  

THE NATURE OF WORD 

Wilkins (1972, p.111) described vocabulary to be a crucial part of language. He asserted 

that “without words nothing can be conveyed”. A word is the smallest unit vulnerable to 

independent use. It is composed of one or more morphemes with two (2) or three (3) units 

combined under certain linking conditions, as with the loss of primary accent (e.g. blackbird 

and blackbird). It consists of one or more spoken sounds that functions as the principal carrier 

of meaning (Hasper, 2019). On the other hand, the sound that is made when we speak with 

corresponding meaning is considered suitable for individual use. Thus, these words are capable 

of being used on its own. It is coined to be a set of words that are made up of various elements 

that do not undergo any changes in any element within the parts of speech. It can also be a 

combination of characters that may represent a spoken word or several words in a line. 

 Beck, Mckeown, & Kucan in theor Choosing Words to Teach, asserted that in teaching 

new vocabulary words, there is a need for thee teacher to a set of words to teach first, before 

the other. These chosen words are those that would tour the learner throughout the course, and 
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that it can encourage the learners to pay attention to the study itself. These words must be 

something they do not know in order to build interest from the students. Some may be familiar 

to them but as to the concept on how these words are used in their chosen profession that is 

something that the learner must be attentive to. They must understand the importance and 

usefulness of thee word and its use whether in writing or in speaking (Beck, McKweon, & 

Kucan, n.a).  

Word is a unit of language represented through speaking or writing. It works as the 

primary carrier of meaning that is typically seen as the smallest unit that is capable of 

independent use. It is separated from other units with the use of spaces and is often 

distinguished, as what phonologically known, as accent or pause. It is a distinct element of 

speech or writing that can be used alone or with other words in forming a sentence that typically 

shown with spaces on either side when written or printed. English may have a wide range of 

meanings, yet, it is one of the most sought after pieces of information that may or may not be 

found in its definition alone (Mousaw, 2014).   

Despite the many dialects from the different regions of the country, Philippines may be 

considered lucky in terms of learning the English language. The country has even been one of 

the most English speaking countries listed. Compared to Chinese, Korean, and Japanese the 

Philippines is one step ahead since the same alphabet is being used, unlike these countries that 

are composed of different characters and pronunciation. For example, the Chinese, they 

establishes an apparent difference not just with the characters used, but also, with the word 

formation and other aspects (Xiao, 2002). This makes learning English monotonous for most 

Chinese learners. In order to be successful in learning the language, one must be able to master 

an unfamiliar alphabet, the phonetic system that will be added to the learners’ new lexicon and 

morphosyntactic such as articles, phrasal verbs, and case endings. Unless the learners are well 

acquainted and equipped of the English language, learners will keep seeing the language 
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“difficult to learn and easy to forget” lexicon (Pesina & Yusupova, 2015). Furthermore, the 

teacher then need to consider that words in the language have different levels of use. That is 

why, the teacher has to evaluate the learners’ prior vocabulary knowledge as to how far they 

can get the idea through.  

Vocabulary is considered to have gone through many changes that a word could 

undergo. The most creative change and deviation in learning the English language. Since 

language is dynamic, it is expected that more language is to appear over a period that may 

frequently create and describe many innovations and discoveries. This is one proof of the fast 

mutation that is happening in the world. Considering the limitations(time, money, and staff), 

generating any kind of dictionary is impossible, especially if its goal is to fully create a 

comprehensive content accounting all the words in the languages, no matter how large it may 

be (Aldawsari, 2017). An example of this is the leviathan reference which was somehow 

created. According to many, this dictionary would be obsolete as soon as it was published 

considering that the speakers and writers continually generate new terms to meet the constantly 

changing needs of the people around them. Furthermore, most General English Dictionaries 

are designed to disregard words that are not yet well-known to reach the standards probed to 

follow by the environment. This pertains to the set of words that are considered informal and 

rare in a manner that only appears on specialized purposes and most are recorded for specific 

professions only. 

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT 

A vocabulary pertains to a set of familiar words that deal with one's language. It is 

usually developed with age that serves as a useful and fundamental tool for communication 

and acquisition of knowledge (Briggs, 2015). Having an extensive vocabulary is one of the 

largest challenges in learning a second language considering its grasp to all the languages and 

words that are either used or understood by a person or group of people. Vocabulary differs in 

types; Listening Vocabulary, Speaking Vocabulary, Reading Vocabulary, and Writing 
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Vocabulary. Each type has a different purpose and vocabulary development in one type 

facilitates growth in another. Mostly, it is learned from context. Context clues are considered 

as an individual’s skill to unravel the meaning of a word basing on the words that surround it, 

which also supports the original meaning of the word being learned. In some instances, using 

context clues in the process can be challenging for learners. No exact or same explanation can 

provide a comprehensive narrative on the exact number of words that a learner can or cannot 

learn. 

Liu Na and Nation in Pesina & Yusupova (2015) stated that for a learner to be 

successful in learning the English language, they must acquire of at least 3,000 words for their 

vocabulary size. This points out the substantial time and cognitive investment in order to 

acquire the start-up vocabulary needed to comprehend general texts. Round 10,000 to 12,000 

English words for a bachelor degree. This means, 5,000- 6,000 words are expected from theses 

graduates to be actively used with a certain amount of skill. In comparison, it was pointed out 

that for Non-English Majors, the college teaching syllabus requires a learner to recognize at 

least 4,200-6,500 words after finishing a two-year course. On the contrary, it has been 

discovered that non-native learners in their second year could approximately recognize about 

1,966 out of 3,000 words despite the seven-year English instruction (He, 2008). This further 

imply the challenge to our teachers in providing a better learning strategy that would match the 

capability of the learner. This is an evident case to most learners, not only in the Philippines, 

but also, in all other countries trying to be eloquent in the use of the English language.   

           Jamal (2016) stated in his entry in the International Journal of Humanities and Applied 

Social Science, entitled: Vocabulary Learning Theories- A Keen Perspective, that the learners’ 

accuracy and ability to construct correct sentences is of high focus when teaching vocabulary. 

This is what they called the Grammar-Translation Approach. Since it has been a tradition to 

teach English in focus to the grammar-translation. He also stated that in the late 1950s, 
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concerning the major innovations that arise in the pedagogy of teaching, graded syllabi have 

been introduced aiming to systematized inputs similar to the teaching subjects such as 

arithmetic or physics. Chen (2014) stated that in terms of teaching vocabulary when using 

context clues, the following may be included: 1. The manner of giving instructions that would 

center on one or more context; 2. The questions asked to the students, answering a cloze test 

type of instruction; 3. The directions involving the development of a general strategy that is 

deemed to infer the meaning of a word from context, something that has explicit reference; 4. 

The instructions that urge to help students to develop a general schema to be able to 

conceptualize a definition; and 5. The involvement of the practice an only concept, where there 

is the absence of any specific guidance that would influence the meaning of the word. 

Furthermore, Hedge (2000) as mentioned by Jamal (2016), that despite the traditional 

constraints in the teaching the language, studies shown that in the learning and teaching of 

vocabulary the following issues must be considered: learner’s mental lexicon; strategies that 

the learner use to acquire vocabulary; and the comparison of words in terms of its difficulty to 

other words learned. It has been said that teachers must consider three approaches in teaching 

vocabulary; Incidental learning, explicit or intentional instruction, and independent strategy 

development (Hunt and Beglar, 1998; cited in Richards and Renandya, 2002). 

It is an important approach for ELLs for them to be equipped with the knowledge and 

skills when determining the similarities of words within one’s native language and in learning 

English, which is known as the cognates (Arechiga, 2013). ELLs are arbitrated due to the 

factors relating to development and the gap between the first and the second language possessed 

through the similarities based on their prior knowledge of the words encountered. Teaching 

children how to take advantage of their cognate knowledge may be a powerful tool for Spanish-

speaking ELLs, knowing that may English words are similar to some of their words. Thus, it 

is more likely to be familiar with both concept and label in Spanish than that of English labels. 
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Moreover, there may be many resemblances but it is still important to know one’s 

characteristics of mature language use that may frequently appear in many domains.  

It has been assessed in many studies that the extent to which students’ vocabulary 

improved depends on the various features that each pair possess, which includes the similarities 

shared and the degree of transparency that lies in between the phonological process. Moreover, 

findings have indicated that even students that are incapable of literacy but are orally proficient 

might still benefit from the instruction of cognate awareness. It was also mentioned that one 

must acknowledge the help that cognates provide in most cases. Unfortunately, it may also 

result in giving a wrong connotation, similar to instances where a learner encounters a word 

and considers an incorrect equivalent. Regardless of their likeness in sound, these words may 

still have different meanings (Arechiga, 2013). Second language learning is a process that 

involves a lot of crucial and that means being equipped with many things about the language 

being learned. It also integrates knowledge that is related to different levels of ability, which 

determines the efficacy of the learner in using the knowledge that they have (Gass, 1999; cited 

in Jamal, 2002). 

On the other hand, studies have considered the concept of one’s underlying knowledge 

on metacognition and metalinguistic when about the learner’s consciousness of the words 

encountered. Carroll (2000) stated that psycholinguistic concerns are involved in the process 

of learning the language, such as, acquisition, perception, comprehension, and production. This 

pertains to one’s mental lexicon which deals with the organization of word knowledge in one’s 

permanent memory (long term memory). Gui (2000) stressed on Carroll’s metal lexicon that 

not only words are stored in the memory, but also, they can retrieve the knowledge whenever 

they need to for speaking and writing.   The learner’s responsiveness to the linguistic substance 

of a word tackles on their in-depth grasp of a word. This helps the students absorb words that 

may also lead to entail an avenue towards learning words in general. There is also the 
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involvement of appreciation. They say, understanding the reason behind why certain words are 

used instead of another word is power, and that there are other words that one could use in 

place of the words that a speaker or a writer have originally used (Manyak, P. Manyak, A., 

Cimino, and Horton, 2018). Since word consciousness has only recently been articulated, there 

is little research that directly demonstrates its effectiveness. Vocabulary theorists and 

researchers Beck, I. L. McKeown, M. G., & Kucan, L. (2008) asserted that one’s consciousness 

of a word plays an essential part in the development of one’s vocabulary, attesting the 

importance of motivation to all learning process (Williams, 2016). Just like what they say, 

students simply do not learn much unless they are motivated to do so. Thus, if a learner is going 

to accomplish a huge task of learning, something like 50,000 words, by the time they graduate 

from high school, they absolutely must be motivated in achieving this goal. If a learner 

possesses a strong first language knowledge, then, there is evident support or foundation that 

can help the learner improve their knowledge of the second language.  

Regardless the focus on the pedagogy of vocabulary, several practices allow a learner 

to use their first language while being taught with the second language, such as previewing 

and/ or reviewing a story (August and Shanahan, 2008). However, one must also consider that 

a learner must be fully equipped with the basics, in both speech and reading, building their 

vocabulary with the most frequently used words in English. Considering that most of the words 

existing are words that native speakers will acquire when they enter school.  Vocabulary 

learning can be demanding for learners, but, there is no easy way to get to it. 

Gui (2000) compared the traditional manner of knowing the meaning of a word, mental 

lexicon is argued its difference to the usual and obvious use of the dictionary: 

1. Unlike to the dictionary, mental lexicon is not in alphabetical order; 
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2. The dictionary have a finite number of words compared to the mental lexicon that 

can continually adapt to words learned, as well as, to the changes in their meanings 

and pronunciation; 

3. While the words in the dictionary are listed in isolation, mental lexicon group words 

based on their properties and relationships; and 

4. Mental lexicon contains more substantial information than the dictionary.  

 

This means that when a learner uses one’s lexicon for vocabulary development, they 

are also dealing with the definition, spelling, pronunciation, and its relationship to other words. 

Making mental lexicon more dynamic and complex to us. However, with proper tool and 

strategy, may be found very helpful in building one’s vocabulary.   

 

VOCABULARY INSTRUCTIONS IN EGP 

They say that listening to a read-aloud can be an as good source of word meaning as 

when one reads on their own. This seemed popular for learners that are being required of special 

skill to understand a concept. It was found out that readers learn the meaning of a word at the 

same rate when someone typically learns from a written context. Jeon and Yamashita (2014) 

suggested that listening to stories could be a rich source of word learning, and listening could 

be a substitute for reading, in cases that a learner with a disability is unable or hindered from 

understanding the meaning of a word. This approach suggests the decoding of vocabulary 

knowledge, syntactic processing, metacognition, and the different measurement of sub-skills, 

which are believed to be helpful in the identification of the major predictors of reading among 

L2 readers with varying characteristics. It is the focus of meta-analysis to find out the individual 

differences in L2 reading comprehension from L2 language knowledge in connection to 

vocabulary and grammar. However, there are restrictions as to the use of reading strategies 

including age and exposure to the target language.   
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In a study with the students in the United States, who were trying to learn Italian as a 

foreign language, Williams (2016) found out that students who were exposed to native Italian 

within the span of 4-5 years have used considerably acquired strategies than those who have 

less or no exposure to native Italians at all. Hartranft (2009) discovered that concerning age, 

skilled adult readers tend to put their focus on cognitive while for the younger readers, they 

decode a text through their metacognitive skills. Another example is that of Alhaqbani and 

Riazi (2012), focusing on the Arabic language as L2, which aimed to discover the students’ 

awareness of metacognitive reading strategies. Potential factors were discovered about the use 

of these reading strategies in the Arabic academic context. It was then revealed that significant 

factors are affecting their use of reading strategies, regardless of the high level of metacognitive 

awareness of the participants. Despite the extensive L2 reading strategies and vocabulary 

knowledge presented in this study, other studies have explicitly shown concerns in the 

inference skills of EFL learners which appeared to be very limited. It aimed to determine the 

depth of both vocabulary knowledge and metacognitive reading strategies in reading 

comprehension using one’s inference. Through listening, talking, and reading, language is 

primarily acquired. There is a need for teachers to immerse students in environments that are 

rich in language variations to provide opportunities for them to acquire full potential in 

vocabulary enrichment. The ELLs are introduced to text through reading aloud allowing them 

to see different texts like television and radios.  

In a study conducted by Hart and Risley (1995), that each learner has their difference, 

and as they enter school they bring this with them. They call it, “meaningful differences” as it 

points to the knowledge that they have which helps them in the learning process. However, 

some differences do not contribute anything to their learning process, and these are things like 

race, ethnicity, birth order, or gender. This attests that anyone can learn a language, provided 

that they have the necessary set of knowledge as required by the language being learned. 
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Another method that can be utilized to improve vocabulary is the method where an 

adult or a teacher is assigned to read aloud to the children. This method is called the shared 

book reading. Occasionally, the adult stops from reading to highlight events from the story and 

to discuss words and other features of the reading activity. This helps construct literacy in 

writing letters, recognition, and generation of rhymes. This method, thus, makes the influence 

of the outcomes that language with native English speakers is acquainted with. This includes 

vocabulary, grammar, and listening comprehension (Townsend, D., Filippini, A., Collins, P., 

and Biancarosa, G., 2012). Also, it is found that with the comprehension-related skills, English 

oral proficiency was more correlated than decoding- related skills, while for native English 

speakers, the following were the most recommended strategies: 1. teaching how to use context 

to infer meaning; 2. teaching how to use words part in gleaning the respective meanings of a 

word, and 3. Teaching the manner of approach taught in terms of using a dictionary (Coxhead, 

L., Stevens, J., and Tinkle, W. (2010).  

Regardless of the fair amount of context and word parts used in research, there is still 

very little study in terms of teaching students how to use the dictionary. August and Shanahan 

(2008) stated that when it comes to researches related to the second language, there is a very 

limited resource, however, several investigations appeared that these strategies help students 

use cognate knowledge in uncovering unknown word-meaning in the second-language. For 

others, this method is far difficult to comprehend compared to other non- multifaceted 

strategies. Nevertheless, just like the others, ELLs must be fully equipped with strategies using 

context, word parts, dictionary, and the cognate knowledge whenever the native English 

speakers share cognates with English. On the contrary, the mastery of these strategies was the 

most important for ELLs because of the ample of words that they can learn (Aydin and Aytekin, 

2018). 
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Students must be well aware of the importance of literacy development and how it was 

influenced by the range of individual factors which includes the following: 1. The age of the 

learner when they arrive in a new country; 2. The learner’s educational background as to the 

history of the schools they have attended; 3. SES; and 4. The learner’s capacity to learn. These 

differences are said to be the effects of the learning instructions given to them over time. 

Studies have shown that among the many practices in learning, the use of differentiated 

instruction work for ELLs. This allows the learner to focus first on the proficiency and the 

literacy of the learner on their L1. The proficiency level of a learner accommodates their needs 

in terms of first-language literacy. Furthermore, this also includes individual differences in 

one’s learning ability and rate. However, it is also evident that there is still a very little 

experimental research on the specific guidance about one’s accommodation of individual 

diverse needs within a classroom or within schools (August & Shanahan, 2008). In exposing 

the learners to various strategies and practices, a learner’s wide range of vocabulary may be 

recognized, making it possible to determine its registry on one’s spoken language. 

Indeed, there is a rich learning opportunity present for everyone. Pieces of evidence 

show that there is an incidental vocabulary learning through reading in both native English-

speaking students and ELLs. Larotta (2011) has given an example explicitly showing the 

probability of learning a word that would allow a learner to unravel the best answer in a 

multiple-choice type of test when reading four natural passages. A student can potentially read 

given the volume of the text that they can readily read from the context itself. Results have 

shown its estimate of an average middle-grade child learning 800-1,200 words from context 

annually. However, there is a halt as authors revealed that even at the most complicated context 

or words, there is still a possibility that a learner may not learn a word or a new vocabulary 

word. Studies have examined through meta-analysis that native speakers of the English 

language can better learn when not given instruction. Larotta (2011) also concluded that a 
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student could and did learned words incidentally. He also added that learning can normally 

happen when a learner can learn a new word. It was also shown that the higher the grade level 

of a student, the higher reading ability is better used in context and that the texts used may 

contain fewer unknown words facilitating the context. ELLs indicated that sustained reading 

allows students to choose a book of their preference and make them regularly read a book. This 

may eventually lead to the development of comprehension and oral language (Creel et. al., 

2012). Moreover, it was also stated that learners are more encouraged to follow the incidental 

vocabulary learning since learners are more likely to forget when they utilize the content of the 

words as to its functions and uses in the overall concepts. These are just some of the many 

limitations present in the process, and this may be the reason behind the obvious errors in the 

lexicon that includes errors when using prepositions and collocations. Furthermore, simplifying 

the development process of a language allows a learner to get all the support they need for them 

to improve their understanding and their grasp of the language being learned. 

On the other hand, there are some issues concerning the number of exposure needed by 

the word or expression to the occurrence of incidental acquisition. Schmitt (2010) concluded 

in a study that “8-10 reading exposure gave learners a reasonable chance of acquiring an 

initial receptive knowledge of words”. Still, these factors caused the many variables to rise in 

percentage. Highlighting the difficulties encountered by the learners throughout their journey 

of becoming proficient in the language, which is dependent on the process that a reader takes 

when encountering a new word.  

The word “exposure” is associated with the concept of constant focus that relates to the 

cautious approach of putting up the meaning of a word. In general, learning from these contexts 

could allow both native English speakers and ELLS to learn a word meaning. The learning 

probability of a word is considered low in a single occurrence and that the word learned from 

a context may increase substantially with the occurrence of the additional word. It is important 
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that when students are given a book and have read it, one must ensure that the texts be read 

accurately, fluently, and with good comprehension. On the other hand, in a statement was given 

by Evans and Morrison (2011), “content” in recent years has broadened its integration to 

reading, writing, talking, listening, and viewing in text-related learning. Content area reading 

pertains to providing students with aid to better comprehend what they read. It is where a 

person, usually a student, needs to complete and understand a particular subject area. It is 

typically included in definition related to Science, Social Studies/ History, and Math but any 

instruction outside any area of English Literature may be constituted. 

Reading associated with content courses reflects not only the concepts and ideas that 

are important to these subjects but also the text structures used in their particular fields. For 

Crystal (2018), content area reading was different from literature. Though literature deemed to 

be expository, there is still a prerequisite for the readers to use various strategies for both 

reading and comprehension. It is an obvious notion to comment on the difference between 

reading a novel and reading a social studies textbook. For novels, there are distinct chapters 

but does look the same in their featured paragraphs. Occasionally, a few illustrations may be 

seen but are found in a huge gap before the other. In comparison, textbooks use sidebars, 

illustrations, headings, footers, and colored text that are used to tell their stories. Besides, their 

content is also written in different manners (Evans and Morrison, 2011). Literary pieces are 

written in a narrative form, relying on plot and character dialogues. This allows literature to 

convey its message to the readers. On the other hand, content area text is written in an 

expository manner. It is written basically to inform, to persuade, to describe, or to explain a 

piece of information to the reader. Thus, it is the responsibility of the readers to align their 

reading strategies based on the text they are reading. They must harness the appropriate strategy 

to use specific content areas that will match the existing text. 
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As regards content area reading, there is a need for the readers to select a reading 

strategy that will solely depend on the content of the text they are reading. According to Crystal 

(2018), each genre has required the use of different strategies in accessing information that 

could be readily identified beforehand. One could also use approaches that may concern the 

different skills concerning the question, inference, and prior knowledge which draws specific 

information to provide the meaning of the text. Thus, allowing learners to get acquainted with 

the literal meaning, inferential reading, and the evaluation of one’s judgment and conclusion 

regarding a piece of information. One’s ability to speak, listen, and to write is stated by Hung 

(2017) to have been involved in the development of a learner’s literacy. He believed that a 

person’s ability to learn, to think, to reason, to view, to visually represent are involved in the 

process. These abilities allow them to decode and understand visual, graphic, and textual 

representations of various ideas and information. Describing, hypothesizing, explaining, 

predicting, and reflecting are known as language functions that simultaneously improve skills 

regarding observations, description, explanation, prediction, estimation, representation and 

inference that are aligned with science inquiry and process, encouraging the learners to think 

and to reason out in a manner that they may include not only literacy but also, science learning 

as well.  

The development which occurs along with the range from pre-literate, then patterned 

with the learner’s age and their respective areas of academic development, allowing the learner 

to associate symbolic representations with real-world objects and events. From the description 

of the present condition of events to the reporting of what is happening to those who did not 

attend the event, until the hypothesis of what will happen to them. They say that this permits 

students to progress from a simple and concrete manner of thinking to a more complex and 

abstract one. Moreover, in the acquisition of English language proficiency, students’ 

participation is required. There is the involvement of one’s knowledge and one’s effective use 
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of literacy convention, which pertains to the vocabulary, syntax, spelling, and punctuation, 

which are all used in both social and academic contexts. This also includes knowledge that 

concerns various sub-registers that may represent different specific disciplines (Kasuya, 2000).  

On the other hand, proficiency requires the use of abilities that are non-technical in a 

manner that has a unique meaning within a given discipline. Just like the words matter, force, 

energy, and space that are all related to Science, which is acquired through thinking and 

reasoning following the standards of the learning community. However, with the rising number 

of states adopting the English only policies, the concept of bilingual education had fallen. 

Several studies have shown that it is in Science that a student may develop their skills in 

observation, imitation, and interaction with other people allowing them to improve and develop 

literacy and proficiency promoting cognitive flexibility. This eventually allows the students to 

perform well in English, enhancing their cultural and linguistic identities at the same time. 

About ELLs, many elementary teachers were deemed to have inadequately prepared on 

their content areas. Much emphasis on subjects like Science or Mathematics, or subjects that 

concern specific strategies in teaching (National Center for Education Statistics, 1999). It was 

also mentioned that teachers have the common notion that there is a must for them to first learn 

English before engaging in content area learning. That there is no need for them to learn and 

put emphasis on linguistic influences that allow “teaching diversity” to overlook their 

differences and acquire the acceptance of inequities in certain conditions. Thus, falling behind 

the English-speaking context due to these norms (Xhaferi, 2010). Inquiry-based Science 

Instruction, according to Siddique (2017) helps students develop scientific understanding and 

engage in inquiry practice as these are provided by the instruction, which is also favorable for 

ELLs. The hands-on activities provided within this instruction allow students to become less 

reliant on instructions focusing on the mastery level of the learner. He also stated that activities, 

such as collaborative and small-group work provides a lot of opportunities for them to develop 
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English proficiency. Through its engagement to authentic communication about Science, they 

acquire the English language and literacy at the same time develop knowledge in Mathematics. 

Not only that the learner acquires knowledge and skills in the English language, but also, gains 

the understanding that is related to the different genres of writing in Science. 

Based on Science instruction, ELLs weigh both objects and events that are related to 

the process, particularly the weight, length, and speed. They also utilize statistics and 

probability when analyzing and interpreting data and concepts, even recording and presenting 

data in multiple formats, which allows them to learn Mathematics as well. Through this 

manner, students gradually become precise and accurate when taking measurements as they 

already have the skills and knowledge of how they may apply Mathematical concepts: sorting 

the patterns and anomalies found in the data gathered, utilizing various formats that may 

represent data, and providing reasons that are based on the data given. Therefore, there is a 

valuable connection and importance found among different subjects utilizing the integrated 

approach for ELLs that requires them to also consider the limited access to science instruction 

in schools. Medrea & Rus (2012), added that there is a must to reinforce both Science strategies 

and literacy development to develop English language proficiency. These strategies are thought 

to be a factor that may help in developing students’ literacy in the context of instruction. 

Montgomery (2007) also stated instructions, such as, reading stories or narrative articles allow 

the students to activate their schema on the topics presented such as the use of essays or 

expository texts in allowing the students to relate their day to day activities to engage and to 

communicate with other people; the utilization of questions that tackle more on the 

comprehension to specify students’ inquiries regarding the activity; there is also the use of 

different strategies that allow the students to enhance their comprehension of science 

information in the expository text that is found at the end of the lesson; and the use of various 

language functions in science inquiry. Students must also engage themselves in a different set 
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of groupings allowing them to read topics that are related, getting them familiarized with the 

different manners of perception. Also, allow the students to describe the scientific process 

under investigation to see their prowess of the step by step procedure existing. Students are 

also able to use maps and organizers that would help them simplify their clasp to a word learned 

for their vocabulary enrichment. They are also able to create multiple formats on students’ data 

records and reports that can be conducted in written, oral, and even in the graphic form. They 

are also able to incorporate instruction with the different themes in both literature and science, 

including writing tasks such as homework and assignments. For instance, allowing the students 

to write about what they did in class, just like a journal, and afterward share it with the class or 

with their family members. 

Arechiga (2013) added that in terms of developing the general literacy of all students, 

there is a need for all teachers to consider the use of strategies that will support the language 

enhancement of ELLs in terms of comprehending academic content and in developing English 

language proficiency. There is a need to recognize the varying level of language proficiency of 

the students. Including the structuring of activities given to the students to diminish the 

requirements asked from the learners, making it simplified and more learner-friendly. Students’ 

communicative competence must match their level in terms of length, complexity, and 

abstraction. This also includes its difficulty for a learner in specific factors such as their 

pronunciation and their construction of sentences in the simplest structure. Students who are 

within or slightly above communicative competence must able to use multiple modes of 

communication and must be able to represent written, oral, graphic, and even in gestures. 

For students to be able to practice vocabulary in different contexts, there is a need for 

the key vocabulary to be introduced at the beginning of the lesson. Since there is the use of 

multiple contexts in language, it is also advised to promote precise descriptions and 

explanations of objects and events concerned within the context. This pertains to one’s choice 
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of words when giving explicit attention to particular words when using words that direct 

positions, words that use comparative terms, and when using affixes. Also, when demonstrating 

real objects or events which is also known as “realia”. 

It is an important classroom feature that meaningful topics, tasks, and activities be 

included. There is also a need for teachers to assess ELLs which is also provide benefit for all 

students. Separating the scoring criteria for both science learning and English language 

proficiency to allow teachers to properly assess ELLs. This practice may help distinguish the 

strengths and weaknesses in both contents, and these scoring rubrics are readily available even 

for science instruction. Furthermore, they may also assess the language used by ELLs in their 

home. Students are allowed to share their prowess in science using the language they use in 

their homes. This will promote English literacy in all the areas that it touches, however, the 

genuine reason of literacy and learning must not be forgotten, which is to achieve all these 

simultaneously (Fehr, 2011). 

Schmitt (2010) added that promoting multiple representations in formats must be 

actualized by teachers, at the same time keep in mind the goal of establishing literacy standards. 

This means the one may be incapable of putting into written context their thoughts either using 

their language at home or the language learned, but can easily showcase their ideas in artistic 

manners and even through oral communication.  

Take as an example the scenario stated by Schmitt (2010), about a newly arrived Haitian 

in an elementary school. This student has developed limited skills in literacy due to a lack of 

schooling. The student even had the difficulty of holding a pencil. Until the student was asked 

to explain his idea of what would make a boat made of clay may sink or float. Then he became 

keenly involved and gave his explanation based on his understanding of the relation of air in 

the boat. The student even related his thoughts with his risky journey to the U.S by boat. This 

allowed science to become possible for him, regardless of his low literacy. 
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Both vocabulary and comprehension are inseparably connected. Each one’s ability to 

distinguish or to interpret and articulate words are vitally important. On the contrary, one’s 

recognition of the meaning of the word plays a primary and direct effect on any specific 

meaning in the passage. It has been proposed that the most influential way to develop one’s 

comprehension is to empower one’s vocabulary. Thus, students with limited vocabulary may 

comprehend less of what they read (Khan and Khalid, 2018). 

Reading comprehension pertains to one’s ability to read a text, process it, and 

understand its meaning. It is influenced by one’s traits and skills, one of which is the ability to 

make inferences. If recognizing words is difficult for students then too much of their processing 

capacity is used. This may interfere with their ability to comprehend what is read.  

Different approaches can be used to improve reading comprehension, and this including 

improving one's vocabulary and one’s reading strategies. Understanding comes from the 

interaction between the words that are written and how they trigger knowledge outside the 

text/message. Comprehension, on the other hand, is deemed to be dependent on the four 

language skills, which dwells on phonology, syntax, and pragmatics. As it was said that the 

success of a learner to proficiently read rely on their individual ability to quickly and 

effortlessly identify words (Cain & Oakhill, 2007). 

Lastly, reading comprehension is the ability of self-correcting one’s problems that solve 

comprehension problems as they arise. This involves two levels of processing; the shallow 

(low-level) processing and deep (high-level) processing. Furthermore, deep processing 

involves semantic processing. This happens when one encodes the meaning of a word and 

relate it to similar words. On the other hand, hallow processing involves structural and 

phonemic recognition, which is the processing of sentences, including word structure and their 

associated sounds (Cain, Lemmon & Oakhill, 2004).  
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           In a study made by Chujo (2014) entitled, “Measuring Vocabulary Levels of English 

Textbooks and Tests Using a BNC Lemmatized High-Frequency Word List,” it was emphasized 

that “if more than five (5) percent of the running words were unknown. It was likely no longer 

meaning-focused learning because so much attention had to be given to language features” 

(pp. 388–389). Based on the study, it was inevitable to scrutinize the necessity of vocabulary 

to the learners and look into the possibility of meeting at least 95% of the comprehension 

criteria. If this would not be met, it is the role of the teachers to give vocabulary words that 

could be considered supplemental. Without this, the gap could not be a bridge out and this 

would lead the learners to get intimidated with activities concerning dictionaries. 

           The challenge arose from the diversity of the different levels of one’s English vocabulary. 

This applies to materials from beginners to the more advanced articles. To measure the 

vocabulary levels of the learners, there is a need to scale word lists that frequently appear in 

the text. It was then discovered that a million word-corpus is already huge reliability that affects 

the ranking of words. 

           Subsequently, in ESP materials, Engineering English was selected to use as a medium 

to teach senior and graduate students by the College of Industrial Technology at Nihon 

University. This material was designed to instill to the students the ability to both read and 

write, exposing them with the technology-oriented English which they are likely to encounter 

in their professional careers. 

           The next step was the assessment of the vocabulary levels of each text. First, the author 

established the percent level of comprehension coverage after learners needed at least 95% of 

the running words as input to reasonable comprehension and to have reasonable success at 

guessing from context. One noticeable finding relevant to the present study is that there were 

fewer high-frequency words in ESP since greater knowledge of vocabulary would be required 

for understanding the ESP vocabulary. ESP articles found that the 15 highest frequency words 
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made up the running words of the vocabulary of each ESP article. Such a fact suggests that a 

specialized vocabulary list may be the key to bridging the large gap in vocabulary between the 

EGP textbooks and the ESP articles and TOEFL tests. 

           About the above study, the researcher of this study saw similarities as to the use of ESP 

material. Both materials, the past and the current were designed to inculcate students with an 

ability to read and write the technology-oriented English likely to encounter in their 

professional careers. Similarly, a ‘wordlist’ would be for analysis. In this study, word lists were 

created for each of the textbooks for comparison and further analysis. But while the previous 

study covered journal articles for analysis, the present study used ESP for Engineering 

Textbook. While the former researcher believed that there were less high-frequency words in 

ESP, the present believed that there was more vocabulary required for understanding the ESP 

vocabulary, although both consider a specialized vocabulary list had the key to bridging the 

large gap in vocabulary between the GE and ESP textbooks in the present study and the ESP 

articles in the previous.  

           In a comparative study conducted by Nordlund (2014), entitled “EFL Textbooks for 

young learners: A Comparative Analysis of Vocabulary,” he has stated the comparison of the 

vocabulary component in teaching materials and the extent to which words recur in the book. 

There the goal of finding its relationship whether there is a common core among the series of 

words and whether the vocabulary used corresponds with the accepted measures found in the 

high-frequency words of English. There was also a variation seen among considerable 

individual books, thus, a series of words between a series of words. It has been said that 

generally speaking, textbooks contain a high portion of low-frequency words or words that 

appears only once. Thus, it is difficult to list the common core of the vocabulary within a text. 

This study of Nordlund further proved that even so, many words still correspond to general 
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high-frequency words, as much as the 33% that were not found among the 2,000 lists of most 

frequent English words.  

           It was discovered that adjectives were in high frequency and mainly belongs to a smart 

collection of a word which has a relatively wide range of use. Thus, learners are already quite 

exposed to several adjectives and had an equal opportunity to be acquired. Unfortunately, high-

frequency adjectives only share a small portion of adjective types. On the other hand, low-

frequency adjective appears one to four times. This made the 77% to 90% of all the adjectives 

with the highest frequency for low-frequency words.  

For the noun category, this study also revealed the variation it acquired compared to 

that of the adjective which is regarded as high-frequency items. There are some repeated words 

that regardless of the series were found to be common words. On the other hand, other words 

also stood out for not being as common as one’s everyday speech. There is a high rate for low-

frequency adjectives and are regarded as a noun. This pattern was highly considered as 

displayed for nouns and verbs. In general, high-frequency verbs are commonly used in many 

contexts. Unlike nouns, no existing samples for verbs appeared to be more peripheral in use. 

Despite the variation, the correspondence between books, both within and between the two sets 

of teaching materials, was rather high: the same verbs tend to feature in all textbooks. However, 

there was a display of a high number of exclusive verbs. 

As to the difference, the previous study studied two English teaching coursebook series 

which were widely used in school years four (4) to six (6) in Sweden where English was the 

first language unlike in the present research where Filipinos would consider English as a second 

language and high-frequency words would be taken from GE and ESP textbooks. 

Both studies compared and analyzed vocabulary components in the teaching materials and 

examined the extent to which words like adjectives, nouns, and verbs recurred and whether 

vocabulary in the teaching materials corresponded with accepted measures of English high-
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frequency words. And, while in the previous study it was difficult to pin down common core 

vocabulary due to variations in vocabulary in the two series, the present study hoped to 

categorize high-frequency words and came up with common core vocabulary.  

           On one hand, Chilingaryan (2016) mentioned that in developing an ESP course, the 

ability to successfully communicate in a particular jargon characteristic of occupational 

context, utilization of a more generalized set of academic skills, and usage of English in 

everyday informal talk should be considered. Furthermore, student analysis, formulation of 

goals and objectives, identification and revalidation of content, selection of appropriate and 

updated teaching materials, planning, implementing, and evaluating of the course could be the 

initial steps in developing an efficient and effective ESP course. It should be seen that each 

class be treated to be an on-going process as ESP educators could modify the initial materials 

based on the interest of the students.   

In the article written by (Quigley, 2018) it was purported that creating a word map, music for 

memorization, root analysis, personalized lists, and use context clues are some engaging ways 

to boost the student’s vocabulary acquisition. He mentioned that the Frayer Model could be 

used to create word maps through association with the word’s antonyms, synonyms, and using 

a word in a sentence or conversation.  

VOCABULARY LEARNING 

The learner’s range of vocabulary helps decide on what language to teach and to learn. 

There were three types of information suggested when deciding on one’s goals in learning a 

language: (1) a learner must have a target number of words when learning a language to make 

it realistic and achievable; (2) a learner also needs to create a target number for words learned 

from the native speakers themselves, this is to make a comparison of the learned words and 

words that are commonly used by the natives; and (3) a learner must be aware of the required 

number of words for them to completely use another language, which would allow them to 
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utilize the language just like a native speaker. Even for native speakers, it is still impossible to 

know all words existing in a language (Nation, 2006a).  

In a teaching program that involves vocabulary, an important constituent in the learning 

process; and two major types are deliberate and incidental (Ramos, 2015). It is imperative that 

while utilizing the different vocabulary learning strategies, learners must consider this and their 

combinations. This was said to have caught the interest no only by the researchers, but also, 

teachers and material developers. Xu and Hsu (2017) argued that vocabulary has regained its 

recognition in literature through reclaiming its position in teaching. The attention given by 

educators became a huge part to make the pedagogical curricula meet with cautious approaches 

for the learner’s sake. Emphasizing the concepts on one’s accurateness in their eloquence to 

the language, continuing from the technique of translating grammar use to the approach of 

communication in the teaching process. 

Studies revealed that there are four types of vocabulary, listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing vocabulary. Learning the language can sometimes be very confusing but given the 

proper instruction, learning can be very beneficial especially for professionals. These four types 

have their respective roles and works for a specific purpose. Furthermore, if the learner 

becomes aware of how to understand the words being earned then it would eventually lead to 

enhancing one’s vocabulary learning and knowledge. Some words were described to be 

something that can be learned actively while others are deemed to be easily picked up in an 

incidental manner. In the same manner, it has been stated that the terms used in an unlikely 

manner for dichotomy are within the grasp of deliberate vocabulary learning (Thornbury, 

2002). From the perspective of other authors, they shared approval of the similarities 

distinguished among terminologies.  

There are different types of learners, same with their different strengths and 

weaknesses. Some learner does better in speaking while others don’t and while there are 
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students who finds speaking as their strong point some people finds it convenient to express 

their thoughts in writing (Tompkins, 2005). He also added that the five senses of our body help 

learners to better understand and explicitly expound one’s idea of a word being learned. 

Beginning from the womb, fetuses are said to already able to detect sounds in as early as 16 

weeks. Thus, during the waking hours babies continue to learn new words until such time they 

reach adulthood. Allowing them to recognize and understand about 50,000 words. 

Unfortunately, learners who are completely deaf are not able to experience listening 

vocabulary, rather expose them to learning vocabulary through visuals and signals. Most adults 

use about 5,000 to 10,000 words in conversations and instructions, which is lesser than what 

learners acquire from listening. Furthermore, as a learner reads the vocabulary learning also 

expands. However, there are words we don’t use in the speaking vocabulary. This description 

makes it evident to distinguish how a word is used and when to use the word. Furthermore, it 

is considered the second largest vocabulary. This means, if a learner is not a reader, then there 

is no growth in vocabulary. As for writing, the words used are expression of oneself. Generally, 

it is easier to express oneself through speaking, since, the facial expression and the intonation 

help provide depth to the meaning of a word. However, though choosing the right words is 

similar to how it is done is speaking, writing is strongly influenced by how one spell a word. 

Poor spelling may mislead a person in understanding what is really meant of the word used.  

 

Different authors used different terminology, and whatever is used, there will be two 

major types to be discussed when learning vocabulary, and these are explicit and incidental. 

These concepts must not be taken as competitors but must be considered as mutual 

reinforcement (Nation, 2006b). These two types by an individual or in combination are 

achieved through utilizing one or more learning strategies. Different researchers have looked 

into the origin of the various perspectives existing, considering the strong diversity in 
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vocabulary learning strategies. Schmitt (2000) suggested grouping its division into five 

respective groups namely: determination, social, memory, cognitive, and metacognitive. 

On the other hand, Xu and Hsu (2017), suggested that to build on these classifications 

they must consider the direct and indirect categories within the process of vocabulary learning, 

since the first category under direct vocabulary learning tackles with the combination tactics 

on memory, cognition, and compensation while meta-cognition and other social strategies are 

related to the category. It has been interpreted based on many pieces of research that the concept 

of repetition may be considered as a primary technique in improving one’s vocabulary (Nation, 

2006a), while it was at the same time explained that the preference of learners is greater in 

vocabulary strategies that are somewhat related to the idea of guessing and the use of a 

dictionary (Chujo, 2014). Many scholars agreed to the concept of deliberate vocabulary 

learning paradigm considering as the main source for vocabulary acquisition. Nevertheless, to 

be able to handle the needs of the learners in handling contexts when reading, it still evident 

that there is a huge need to fill in all the necessary amounts of vocabulary to fully acquire the 

target of each strategy. Also, ones must still be cautious as extensive reading is needed for the 

further development of advanced vocabulary (Elgort & Warren, 2017); and this was supported 

by the argument that highlights the appropriateness of deliberate learning for students in the 

intermediate proficiency level, while the incidental learning as a strategy that is more 

applicable for the higher  

Unlike incidental learning, careful vocabulary education is more time conscious and 

stricter in terms of effort and motivation. This is known to be an efficient strategy to encourage 

learners to further improve their vocabulary. In contrast, Schmitt (2000) stated that the more 

one manipulates, and information, the more likely that information is to retain. The deeper the 

process one has to go through, the more likely the newly learned words are to be remembered. 

Vocabulary must be given explicit attention as it aims to focus on language learning. According 
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to Quigley (2018), to distinguish the meaning of the word being learned it requires a purposeful 

procedure that needs their full attention. It is also necessary to consider the most frequent words 

to be taught explicitly, and for low-frequency words to be taught deliberately. On the contrary, 

as the difficulty was measured it was found out that deliberate learning vocabulary is easier to 

understand than that of incidental learning. Thus, vocabulary learning is deemed essential in 

reaching the vocabulary size that is required in incidental learning (Schmitt, 2000).  

By nature, incidental vocabulary learning is considered one of the key aspects of 

language acquisition. It is referred to as passive learning for its process acquires vocabulary 

without focusing on the specific words to be learned (Alemi and Tayebi, 2011). However, the 

common notion about our memory being treacherous may hinder the several factors that are 

needed to achieve in learning (Nation, 2006b). A lot of influences may arise that could affect 

the process that an incidental vocabulary learning is expected to go through. This is the reason 

why extensive learning is the best strategy to do this, though there is a 95% chance that a reader 

may come across a word that is both familiar and comprehensible for them (Jian-ping, 2013; 

Restrepo Ramos, 2015). Thus, this proves that when a learner read to acquire the meaning of 

the text, it does not necessarily mean that this knowledge may eventually be considered 

vocabulary. Each word depends on a context, and as this context collides with that learner’s 

knowledge then that means its attention also is required (Nation, 2009). It was also argued that 

the bottom-up process of reading is far better than top-down reading. Exposing the reality that 

to develop the so-called incidental vocabulary learning, making learners more acquainted with 

the words in the different angles of contexts (Dodigovic, 2015). 

           Vocabulary could be taught directly. There was no best approach to directly teach 

academic vocabulary. The method chosen should reflect how extensively one could teach 

students to understand the vocabulary selected (Beck et al., 2008). The teacher should also try 

to teach important words in depth by integrating the most important academic vocabulary into 
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the instructional routine so that students could encounter the words often and had many 

opportunities to apply their knowledge of the words during reading, writing, and discussion. 

The focus was on the relationship of selected words to important concepts or themes. 

Wide reading entails that the more one reads, the more vocabulary he learns. The 

amount of words that a student can read is strongly related to their vocabulary knowledge, as 

they learn new words by encountering them in text, either through their reading or by being 

read to. “In short, the single most important thing you can do to improve students’ vocabulary 

is to get them to read more” (Texas Reading Initiative, 2002). Students are advised to read 

different types of text at different levels, including text simple and enjoyable, and some with 

challenging content. As noted above, students would not be able to comprehend text with too 

many unfamiliar words. More than 10%, on the other hand, students would not encounter many 

new words if they read the text below grade level.  

In the study of Hsu (2006) examined the multiword lexical units among the course 

books used to assist teachers and students in studying the course of communications. It was 

established that major multiword lexical units are recorded, categorized, and compared. Thus, 

the researcher established the different types of multiword lexical units considered most 

important and should be taught immediately, suggested acquisition order for multiword lexical 

units, and agreed-on collection of common multiword lexical units among the analyzed 

textbooks. The findings of the study were used to provide a certain direction on choosing ideal 

course books. In a recent study, Hajeya (2015) examined eleven subject-specific university 

textbooks for English majors. As emphasized in the study, an academic word list depends on 

the level and purpose of the textbooks or articles itself. The coverage and higher-level articles 

are meant for an academic audience. Thus, the Basic English courses contain little academic 

vocabulary compared to the specialized textbooks (Coxhead et al., 2010).  
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While Kasuya (2000) emphasized the importance of focusing on lexical items that had 

been widely recognized in language acquisition theories. It was considered indispensable to 

deal with fixed expressions, lexical collocations, and patterns, in consciousness-raising ways. 

The study had attempted to reveal the problems of activities in the current English classrooms 

in Japan, especially regarding lexis teaching, and to propose activities to develop learners’ 

competence in using the language. By analyzing exercises from authorized textbooks, it 

became obvious that English teaching in Japan had two (2) problems. Firstly, the activities 

needed to be more carefully constructed as to what knowledge they aimed to develop in 

learners. There was too much emphasis on features of single words and not enough focus on 

lexical collocations. Secondly, the ways the activities were conducted needed improvement. 

They merely required learners to memorize and manipulate the lexical items and did not 

encourage learners to examine them. With these, the researcher proposed several activities to 

raise the learner’s consciousness of the significant lexical items, quite similar to the current 

study.  

On one hand, Alfaki (2014) investigated the nature of the new vocabulary items in a 

textbook used in teaching Basic English course. It was emphasized that word frequency was 

an important dimension in the textbook but by no means the only one, other aspects controlled 

vocabulary selection. It was emphasized that the course should focus on reading as a main skill, 

would provide useful words for the learners. It seemed necessary for teachers to find out what 

type of vocabulary items were included in their textbook, to help learners attain useful words 

by the end of the year. The teacher needed to check the recycling of new vocabulary items in 

their textbook because it affected language learning. Sufficient recycling at regular intervals 

refreshed student learning and gave them the practice of the words.  
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Basic Vocabulary. According to the research findings of Tran (2006) in English-language 

teaching, vocabulary acquisition is not given enough attention, resulting in second-language 

learners to get caught in a difficult situation in reading comprehension. This paper proposed 

helping English-language learners develop the basic vocabulary for them to read effectively. 

The approaches to building basic vocabulary involve identification of the most basic 

vocabulary, the appropriateness of simplified materials, the benefits of extensive reading, the 

strengths of explicit instruction in vocabulary, and the importance of using word notebooks 

and dictionaries. Vocabulary according to this approach was to be acquired in the context of 

extensive reading modified for English-language learners. Suggested strategies derived from 

research findings followed. 

           Fehr (2011) requires learners to utilize basic reading materials that are most commonly 

encountered. There are a lot of learners who lack the basics in terms of vocabulary knowledge 

that are expected to be needed in reading. Studies were conducted focusing on the effects of 

online mediums related to computer programs that are designed to adapt to vocabulary 

instructions to deliver remediation on high-frequency words. There was a small scope in the 

study, about (n=43), testing the program whether it can help develop the knowledge on a corpus 

stage with about 100 target respondents. In another study with a bigger scope, about (n=192), 

more extensive use of the computer program was showcased having different sets of words, 

about 4000 words, for each student that targets to improve their vocabulary scores. On a scale 

of 100 words, as compared to the bracket of 1 to 4000 words, the two studies agree that there 

is a parallel equivalent to the diminishing sensitivity in taking post-test due to the student’s 

vocabulary knowledge. There was an argument stating that in cases like this, it is evident to 

conduct a post-intervention analysis that suggested how computer-delivered vocabulary 

provides efficiency on the mechanisms used for the remedial instructions of the insufficiencies 
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of a learner in their vocabulary. It was also mentioned that appropriate attempts were also 

conducted to scale the curricula based on the results from the pilot respondents (Fehr, 2011). 

           Kaplan (2017) analyzed the data of pre-historical work in comparative linguistics. These 

data were typically derived from the sector of "basic vocabulary," words thought to be 

especially frequent, universal, and resistant to change over time. The study showed how basic 

vocabulary data have facilitated transfer between languages, methods, and disciplinary groups. 

The essay focused on the standardization of these wordlists by the anthropological linguist 

Morris Swadesh. It argued that the history of basic vocabulary exemplified "data drag" rather 

than data-driven change: the labor intensiveness of wordlist compilation and calibration had 

only reinforced the use of basic wordlists despite foundational criticisms straddling the move 

to electronic computing.  

Multiple-Meaning Vocabulary. Seiler et al. (2009) believed that the variation within 

individual languages had traditionally been focused upon in sociolinguistics. It was also stated 

that its relevance for grammatical theory had only recently been acknowledged. 

Methodologically, there was an ongoing competition between large-scale statistical analyses 

and investigations that relied more heavily on introspection and elicited grammaticality 

judgments. This aims to bridge the cultural gap between empirical-variationist and formal-

theoretical approaches in linguistics. It offered case studies that sought to combine corpus-

based and competence-based approaches to the description of variation. In doing so, it opened 

up new avenues for locating and analyzing variability. This is both at the level of the individual 

speaker and between speakers of different dialects and generations.  

 Context-Specific Vocabulary. Briggs (2015) reported that the development and 

employment of an innovative research tool were designed to capture in fine detail the 

vocabulary-related strategies used by adult learners of English on a study-abroad experience 

when exposed to unfamiliar vocabulary outside the classroom. Furthermore, a questionnaire 
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determined the five most identified out-of-class L2 contact scenarios, and subsequently 

computer-based simulations of those scenarios that were used as stimuli in semi-structured 

interviews to capture the task and/or context-specific strategic behavior that the learners were 

manifesting. The simulation tool revealed a strong relationship between contextual features and 

strategic behavior. This is particularly when a salient link existed between contextual intention 

and comprehension of a target word/phrase. 

           Under hostile listening conditions and considering the form the listeners, the new words 

that they acquired are incorporated with the noise present in the surroundings (Creel et al., 

2012). It was also added that even in a noise-free environment, a listener can both learn at least 

16 words to be labeled unfamiliar as presented on a computer display. The study used a word-

shape pairing that may have either clear or white-nose-embedded tokens while a student is still 

on the learning phase. Each word shares another word consonant and also shares the third vowel 

(e.g, dabo, dubei, and gapo). Students were placed in both location and had the chance to 

experience the same noise level and it was found out that they have achieved words both in the 

highest accuracy and speed, suggesting that noisy words were supposed to be as they were to 

the context they belong as they are in the learning phase. Nevertheless, the implications and 

the recognition of the words learned on various learning conditions were discussed. 

WORD FREQUENCY GUIDE 

Vocabulary plays a vital role in learning a language, without this a learner cannot truly 

comprehend a context. It also deals with one’s ability to distinguish the situational use of words 

which makes an individual a more responsible user of the language. Indeed vocabulary should 

be taught in context as it is supported by the depths of a word asserting that cognitive strength 

of an individual. It manifests how knowledgeable a learner is with the language. This includes 

the learners’ ability to recall and to use a word accordingly (Schmitt & McCarthy, 2002). 

Furthermore, it was pointed that if appropriate context clues are given then a learner may also 

be able to use a word on different levels and may leave a deeper imprint on the learners’ 
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memory. Indeed, repeated exposure to a word through reading will aid the learner in 

consolidating the meanings that he or she has initially learned. In teaching language, it is a vital 

part to distinguish its role as an individual word. However, it can also be foreseen the challenge 

of getting through the sea of words that a learner could encounter for the first time.  

Language learning is not a chance encounter, there is a need for hard work in order to 

really achieve a goal. Learners must be taught with immediacy to facilitate deeper 

understanding of learning a language. It has been mentioned that the frequency of word also 

contributes to the efficacy of learning a language. While explicit teaching can serve as an 

excellent introduction to a word, it is essential in learning the most frequently used words in 

any foreign language, and these words are prerequisites for language use. It was also stated that 

less frequent words turned to be better learned through extensive reading. This means that the 

frequent the learner gets themselves exposed to these words, the easier it become for them to 

learn and understand a word and how to use it in sentences (Schmitt & McCarthy, 2002).  

Chirobocea (2018) has noted the existence of a word list that can also be considered 

useful in learning the second language, not literally from the beginning until the end of the list. 

Teachers must gain the initiative to use these words as an example and/ or as a guide in finding 

the meaning of each word, implying whether these words must be taught or not. There is a need 

for a learner to acquire no less than 2,000–4,000 words to meet one’s vocabulary needs. To do 

well in the real world, once they graduate, learners are expected to have acquired a wide range 

of vocabulary, including English as required in academics. Despite the need for native English 

speakers for a large vocabulary, in terms of academic English, still it is assumed that acquiring 

these words would be easier for them because of their vocabulary foundation. Concluding that 

vocabulary knowledge’s involvement and contribution in one’s knowledge of the multiword 

units. 
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Studies showed that vocabulary acquisition is a cumulative activity, and not an all- or- 

nothing affair. Schmitt & McCarthy (2002) asserted that if a word is encountered frequently it 

will engrave a rich connection between the words encountered and the learner, making it easier 

for the learner to remember and recognize its meaning and how to use it in a sentence. Studies 

point out that if a learner undergo extensive reading it is evident for them to acquire a 

substantial vocabulary words. As a learner expose oneself to words into different extent, 

through communication and exposure to English films. Furthermore, studies revealed that if a 

new word is repeated in regular intervals, the learner is likely to remember the word and how 

it was used permanently. 

In 2010, the Texas Education Agency has released a list of words appropriate for adults 

in terms of their speaking and writing skills that are purely academic. Words that appear often 

in the text were taken into consideration representing a body of oral and written academic 

English, appearing 3, 4, or 5 times. It was also mentioned that when using this measure, the 

teacher should focus on the evaluation of these units. Analyzing whether it can be constituted 

with formulaic expressions and whether it is worth teaching. Furthermore, it also indicated its 

measurement to some extent where items might appear incoherence. Results had shown that 

the core list of the academic sequence, including the separate list for both oral and written 

sequence, sorting into the different functional groupings. This includes referential expressions 

and discourse that focuses on expressions that imply organization. Based on studies, there is 

still no existing intervention that dwells on the approaches that cater to ELLs in both elementary 

and secondary as high-frequency multiword units are concerned. Researchers from the Center 

for Applied Linguistics have developed a list of words that frequently appeared in text for K-

12, which may be deemed relevant multiword units that can be used as a basis for intervention 

studies (August & Shanahan, 2008). Furthermore, students must also be exposed to the 

reinforcement of learned materials that allow them to be familiarized with the skills and 
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concepts that have normally been considered as factors to help improve one’s learning 

capabilities. Since ELLs have less attention when learning English words, going to the outside 

environment can be measured of equal importance as they can be compared with their peers in 

the native English- speaking set up. Studies that pertain to vocabulary suggest that 

reinforcement takes a different form from the initial encounter. For example, the study 

conducted by Williams (2016), where he reinforced the meanings of new vocabulary words 

through the use of real-life objects, drama, and art activities fostering the understanding of the 

important events in a story using sequencing activity. Reinforcing several post-reading 

activities with its target vocabulary are tasked to capture the responsiveness of the students to 

words possessing multiple meanings. These words are those that can be associated with the 

similarities and differences of a word, including the semantics that it dwells upon. It has been 

stated that through the repetition of words, one can successfully be guided and can eventually 

receive the fruits of each instructional guide provided during each learning experience. A 

teacher can allow his or her students to execute a task based on their knowledge and capabilities 

that are considered independent. This method is known to be scaffolding. The learner is then 

given the necessary support and guidance that one must get, allowing them to improve further 

the range of their academic abilities (August & Shanahan, 2008). However, Silverman (2011) 

stated that second language learners might get confused when they utilize materials that are in 

the basal reading concept, as explicitly presented. Creating opportunities for children to put 

meaning into visuals, demonstrating the original meaning of a context. Thus, aligning a child’s 

reading level and proficiency in using the second language makes an opportunity to create a 

more comprehensive atmosphere for a teacher-student interaction during the reading process 

(August and Shanahan, 2008). 
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ON COMMON CORE VOCABULARY CATEGORIES 

(Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3) 

 

Mann & Yarowsky (2001) emphasizes the need to learn of at least 3,000 words per year 

in 3rd grade. However, there are only 400 words a year are said to be taught by teachers to 

hearing students. Simply put, this number may become lesser for students who are deaf or those 

who experience difficulty in hearing, making them less exposed to new words. Vocabulary 

consists of the words that one understands when s/he hears or reads them (receptive 

vocabulary) and words s/he speaks or writes (expressive vocabulary). S/he builds vocabulary 

by picking up words read or hear and through direct instruction from teachers or other 

professionals. It is important for language development and reading comprehension to know 

the variety of words. For first graders, about 6,000 words must be acquired. They are also 

expected to learn at least 3,000 more words per year until the learner reaches third grade. On 

the contrary, not all words have the same importance within language instruction. The limited 

vocabulary of the learner makes the indication of possible learning disability and a decrease in 

one’s literary skills. 

Three (3) Common Core State Standards were used in the study focused on Tier 1, Tier 

2, and Tier 3 for academic vocabulary. Tier 1 was ‘basic words’ that commonly appear in 

spoken language. They were considered such because they were heard frequently in numerous 

contexts and with nonverbal communication. This tier consists of the most uncomplicated 

words. These words rarely require direct instruction and typically do not have multiple 

meanings. Sight words, nouns, verbs, adjectives, and early reading words occur at this level. 

This category of words rarely required explicit instruction. There about 8,000-word families in 

English included in tier one. Examples of Tier 1 words are clock, baby, happy, and walk.  

On the other hand, Tier 2 were high-frequency words used by mature language users 

across several content areas. Because of their lack of redundancy in oral language, Tier 2 words 
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present challenges to students who primarily would meet them in print. Examples of Tier 2 

words are obvious, complex, establish, and verify. Tier 3 however were words not frequently 

used except in specific content areas or domains. This word category was central to building 

knowledge and conceptual understanding within the various academic domains and should be 

integral to the instruction of content. Medical, legal, biology, and mathematics terms were all 

examples of these words in the study (Hutton, 2008). 

Shapiro (2011), in his “Tiered Instruction and Intervention in a Response-to-

Intervention Model,” stated that tier 1 has been considered one important part of the tiered 

instruction. This tier was described to be synonymous with the core reading or similar to the 

idea of a math curriculum that is associated with a state standard. Moreover, he called this 

instruction “The Tier 1 Instructional Program”. It was also mentioned that under this program, 

around 75%-80% is presumably to reach a successful competency level. However, although 

this level is can be adept for the students because of their sufficient knowledge with the word 

category, still some students do not find the level instruction to be helpful even at the minimal 

expected competency. The majority of the learners have received the tier 1 instruction, but 

learners who have taken a supplementary intervention were given additional instructions 

involving tiers 2 and 3 (Shapiro, 2011).  

Tier 2 consists of high-frequency words that occur across a variety of domains. That is, 

these words occur often in mature language situations such as adult conversations and 

literature, and therefore strongly influence speaking and reading. Vocabulary under this was 

considered significant for reading comprehension for mature language users because words 

contain multiple meanings and with increased descriptive vocabulary (words that are used 

across a variety of environments to allow students to describe concepts in (generalization) or 

in a detailed manner. Words under Tier 2 were high frequency or words with multiple meaning 

vocabulary. Words in Tier 2 were the most important words for direct instruction because they 
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were good indicators of a student’s progress through school. There were about 7,000-word 

families in English (or 700 per year) in this tier.  

Students who are under the expected level of accomplishment, which is also called 

benchmarks, were said to be at the edge of academic failure; even those who are above the 

expected level of competency. It was pointed out that the needs of the learners are determined 

through the assessment process which from the instructional program will be based on 

(Shapiro, 2011). Since learners under the tier 2 instructions are below expected benchmarks 

for their respective level that is why its instructional program is more aimed at the skill 

development that is considered to go along with the acquisition similar to tier 3.  

For words under Tier 3, they consist of low-frequency words occurring in specific 

domains. To include subjects in school, hobbies, occupations, geographic regions, technology, 

weather, among others. Users usually learn these words when a specific need arises, such as 

learning amino acid during a chemistry lesson. Examples of words in Tier 3 were: economics, 

isotope, asphalt, revolutionary, war, and, crepe. The remaining 400,000 words in English fall 

in this tier. It is important to remember that tier two and three words are not all clear-cut in 

their tier classification. There was more than one way to select the words. Word knowledge 

was subject to personal experience. Students may struggle to increase vocabulary because of 

poor memory skills, difficulty using word-learning strategies, or lack of instruction. This may 

be a result of a language and/or learning disability or poor instruction. Under these situations, 

schools can administer a Response to Intervention Program (RtIP). The RtIP would determine 

if the student would require additional instruction or special education services. Contact your 

school district to find out its current response to the intervention program.  

These levels were suggested to emphasize the vocabulary knowledge that each learner 

has. As explained, Tier 1 does not usually pertain to other meanings and it does not require 

obvious instruction; considering that these words fall into either nouns, verbs, adjectives, and 
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words that appear in the early reading stage. On the other hand, Tier 2 plays an important role 

in building a more mature vocabulary context for mature learners. This may result in a huge 

impact on the vocabulary used in one’s daily function. Since this shows the present challenges 

to the learners whom first-hand see the text. Tier 2 characterized words: (1) to have multiple 

meanings; (2) to be used in a variety of subject areas; (3) to be necessary for reading 

comprehension; (4) to be a characteristic of a mature language user; and (5) to be descriptive 

when adding details to sentences (Beck, MecKeown, & Kucan, 2002; cited in Sprenger, 2013). 

English words that are considered to be practical in use and are low in terms of frequency are 

those that consist of Tier 3. The words found in this tier are for a specific field and are to be 

used for some time only based on particular content. These words center on building the 

learner’s understanding of the knowledge and concepts learned. For example; the words 

medical, legal, biology, and mathematics are useful while covering specific topics and specific 

compared to the most useful tier for vocabulary (Sprenger, 2013). 

  ON POLYSEMY 

 

Learning the English language is indeed a very complicated thing to do. If we are to 

consider factors such as the multiple elements that a learner has to consider in knowing the 

meaning of a word (Sullivan, 2006). About 40% of the existing English words revealed that 

one word can have more than one meaning. Because a lot of words or what we so-called 

lexemes are considered to be polysemous due to the semantic changes that provide additional 

meanings to the words without removing any meaning that has been already acquainted with 

the word over time (Nordquist, 2018). Sullivan (2006) added that for every word encountered, 

the meaning it possesses may change depends on the manner of speaking, the manner it was 

heard, the manner it was read, and the manner it was written. These affect the meaning and 

comprehension of a learner as regards its meaning. When a word is comprised of two or more 

distinct meanings, this is call polysemy. Furthermore, it comes from a Greek word which means 
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“many signs”. As an adjective, this is used as polysemous or polysemic, while when it is 

regarded as a one to one match it is called monosemy. Many scholars have embraced the 

premise that there is a big chance for a word to be considered polysemous linking to the sample 

sets of the relationship among various ideologies that contribute to the flexibility of the learner. 

Words that the learners consider as polysemy is known to be a spectacle with the usual practices 

that they consider in the learning process. One must also be aware that in terms of 

understanding polysemy, one must be aware of its types according to the group: homonyms, 

conversion, and metaphorical extensions. 

Pesina (2014) stated that in irder to derive a polysemantic word which covers all other 

possible meaning, it is important to consider the role of the first nominative underived meaning, 

or the meanings that are reasonably to be newly encountered. This is due to the use of the first 

meaning due to the relevant speech form used by native speakers. It was mentioned in the 

study, “Developing Knowledge of Polysemous Vocabulary” that usually polysemes are 

homonyms. However, there are limited sources of study that focuses on the development of 

one’s understanding of its multiple meaning. Though this is inevitable in knowing the meaning 

of a word, it is quite a surprise that researchers have not focused more on this aspect.  

Homonyms pertain to two distinct worlds that have unrelated meaning. As cited in 

Sullivan (2006), in the entries found in the Webster’s dictionary (1981), there are multiple 

entries of words that are found to have been listed with their primary definition and their 

definition in different cases. However, it was pointed out that not all cases of multiple meanings 

are considered homonyms. An example of this is the term poker, which can refer to a type of 

card game and in another context can be considered as a tool used for stroking fire (Miller and 

Wakefield, 1993; cited in Sullivan, 2006).  

           Polysemy as conversion relates to the meaning of a word as it is converted from one 

speech to another. This is an evolution that typically happens to address the gaps between the 
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speaker or a community of speakers and the situation where no other word can be deemed 

appropriate for them (Klepousniotou, 2002). The word closet, for example, was converted 

pertaining as a noun that is described to be small, a room, a cabinet, or a recess; or a verb 

describing an act of shutting up in a closet. 

           Lastly, the metaphorical extensions as related to polysemy. These pertain to cases where 

the meanings found within a word are not unrelated, unlike homonym, these are also not 

converted into a different part of speech. It can be deduced that metaphorical extensions are 

aligned with metaphors. These meanings are connected to the word’s connection with 

semantics and metaphors. The most common example of this is the term cold, which typically 

pertains to a low temperature; being related to ice which by characteristic is cold. In metaphor, 

the meaning of a word can be extended as regards psychological property related to a feeling, 

similar to the word murderer; since the person behind a murder seemed not to feel a thing, 

metaphorically being cold similar to being lifeless or being careless of other life. Polysemes in 

the metaphorical extensions can be this obvious, while other meanings may seem too related 

that it is like the same meaning being described. For example, the word takes, which means to 

get into one’s possession and to transfer into one’s keeping. Both the meanings given are 

describing the same idea, which is aligned with the concept of possession. The examples are 

given, cold, and take, shows a different angle on how to take the different degrees of polysemy 

in terms of metaphorical extensions.  

           It can be described that the meanings that polysemous words are in a continuum semantic 

relation. The definition found within homonyms are semantically unrelated and are distinct in 

terms of psychology. Conversions are deemed to be words that are closely related in meaning; 

they only differ within their shifts in their grammatical and psychological meaning. 

Metaphorical extensions, on the other hand, may appear in a way possible. They may be closely 

related that it may seem very difficult to distinguish the difference between them. However, 
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other metaphorical extensions cannot be easily recognized since their connections are not very 

obvious compared to the previous example. Thus, it is an event that the meaning of a 

polysemous word may vary depending on the influences and conditions that words under  

 (Rodd, Gaskell, & Marslen-Wilson, 2002).  

Ambiguities of Lexical Entries in Texts Lexical ambiguities are generally assumed to 

widespread in natural languages. There are at least 32% of the words used in English text that 

was found to be unclear in many studies existing. This may be deemed conservative, 

emphasizing the temporary word definitions that have been established for special purposes.  

In terms of language processing, literature is widely assumed to be vague in terms of a 

substantial amount of both theoretical and experimental work (Hsu, 2006). Seemingly, lexical 

ambiguity has been attempted when there is no quantitative estimate. There is about 41% of 

the words appearing in Kucera and Francis' (1967) word frequency count occurred only once 

in the million-word sample. All of these words combined takes only 2% of the words used in 

English text.  If lexical ambiguity is extensive among words used in English text discourse, 

then further investigation of processing mechanisms resolves the ambiguity. If there is a 

relatively little lexical ambiguity among the words commonly used in English text, then 

research attention might better be directed elsewhere. The accuracy of the semantic 

representation is, therefore, crucial to obtain valid results in any subsequent applications, 

various semantic representations may be used. How ambiguities are related to Natural 

Language may be solved by semantic analysis (Hsu, 2006).  

Structural ambiguities are consequences of the multiple possible attachments of the 

syntactic components in a sentence. This kind of ambiguity may be solved to a large extent by 

the semantic analyzer. Anaphoric ambiguities on the other hand are that could be solved in part 

by syntactic analysis within a sentence, but cannot be solved across different sentences because 

a syntactic analyzer processes each sentence independently. In the present system, the 
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resolution of anaphoric ambiguities could be done uniquely by the semantic analyzer. Ellipses 

that could also be solved in part by syntactic analysis. But an incomplete syntactic analysis 

may in some cases be complemented by the semantic analysis. Semantic ambiguities coming 

from polysemous dilemmas can only be solved at the semantic level (unless a polysemy leads 

to different syntactic constructions (Chilingaryan, 2016).                                                                                                

 Discipline Based (ESP Versus GE)It is not a secret how people get perplexed with the 

concept brought by ESP and General English in the process of learning a language. Their 

different roles take particular requirements that each student pays attention to. As to ESP, 

English for Specific Purposes, this could make good use of the different strategies that are 

available just to ensure the efficiency of each discipline. In an advanced approach to the 

teaching and learning of language, one must consider the importance of choosing correlated 

strategies that may support the learner’s learning process (Dodigovic, M., Jeaco, S., & Wei, R. 

(2017). In comparison with the discourse on the language learning process, General English 

has been intended for mature learners, like professionals, that are based on the necessity of the 

tertiary institutions which are usually for students at the intermediate and graduate level. Most 

ESP courses, on the other hand, have been presumed by many to have acquired the few basic 

knowledge of a language. Simply put, the learner’s eagerness for an aspiring job that he or she 

dreams of requires him or her to use a particular set of words or vocabulary. This knowledge 

is something that is acquired to the different pedagogy of presentation and negotiation, aiming 

at a particular goal. The focus of ESP is to engage learners with the correct and appropriate 

manner of utilizing the language for a specific goal based on the needs of a learned for a specific 

field, such as Engineering, Law, Medicine, and Tourism. ESP allows learners to progress on 

their ability to communicate instead of other skills, considering its importance to one’s 

interaction with others. It places tantamount importance in determining appropriate training 

and content, which is strictly aimed to develop English Proficiency. General English, on the 
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other hand, promotes using the language as an official language. This means, teaching the 

basics of grammar, expression, and phonetics. Heedlessly of the dialect of the instructor, it is 

the responsibility, not only by the higher school officials, but also, the auxiliary to help 

actualize the correct and proper use of the language for the learners (Dodigovic, M., Jeaco, S., 

& Wei, R., 2017). General English should follow the following characteristics: (1) a task that 

is free of the time constraints; (2) is more free and flexible; (3) offers a more at ease learning 

environment; (4) produce efficient skills for the students; and (5) allows the learners attain and 

progress in their writing skills. Thus, it is given that ESP if known to be the language in context, 

while General English is the language in seclusion. The two concepts are considered to play an 

important role to attain skills that will help learners confidently face the modern world. 

Therefore, there is a huge impact or a learner to be familiarized with these differences. 

THE DEFINITION AND CLARIFICATION OF COLLOCATION 

Collocation, as demarcated by many researchers, pertains to words with an unnoticeable 

meaning known as juxtaposition (e.g., blonde hair, shrug his shoulders, fizzy drink, or bite the 

dust). According to Schmitt (2010), collocation is described as ‘the tendency of two or more 

words to co-occur in discourse’. He described ‘collocation to significant in many ways. It is 

said to have naturally co-occurred with other words implying its arbitrariness because of their 

usual appearance. Essentially, when learning a new language and using it in vice versa it is 

evident to put it into use randomly. Collocation is a generally accepted grouping of words into 

phrases or clauses. It follows two (2) criteria namely the unpredictability of the appearance of 

these words together. If students will derive the meaning of collocation based on the form of 

its components, it would be difficult for students to understand its meaning. This is because it 

may be led into the shifts which explore the types of collocations.  

There are two (2) basic types in collocations: the grammatical or syntactic collocations 

and semantic or lexical collocations. An example of this is the terms “get used to” and “be good 

at”. These words usually appear all at once to contribute meaning to each other. There are many 
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collocations presented in many word lists, from verb+noun, noun+noun, adjective + noun, 

verb+adjective, fixed phrase, part of the proverb, binomial, trinomial and so on. 

There is an estimate of about 70% of words that can both be used in oral and written 

texts. It is also found out that there are two or more collocations that takes a big part in the 

percentage given. This suggests that the more collocations a non-native learner possess the 

bigger the chance they have to achieve native-like fluency. Alfaki (2014) attested that 

colocations help learners achieve a more natural and accurate way of speaking. Thus, if learners 

have a huge bank of collocations, they are ready to retrieve a ready-made language that makes 

them more efficient in the use of the language.  

For Mokhtar, A., Rawian, R., Yahaya, M., Abdullah, A., & Mohamed, A. (2009), 

learning collocation enhances language acquisition. This knowledge helps the learner to 

acquire the language in a more convenient manner. The more collocations a learner knows the 

easier it is for them to retrieve knowledge from a language learned using a mental lexicon. 

They may think quicker because of the huge grasp they can distinguish from the language when 

they are reading and listening. This is an effective way to understand the meaning of a word, 

especially in speeches with long texts. However, for a learner who tries to decode the meaning 

of each word without collocation, it would be a challenge for them to accurately get the 

meaning it up brings. It is one of the primary reasons why learners find it difficult to read or 

listen, because of their poor knowledge of collocation rather than the acquisition of new words. 

 In the class, collocations could be taught, making the learners aware of the importance 

of collocations to help them easily grasp new knowledge. It is the role of the teacher to explain 

further and make the learners better understand the advantages that collocation may give them. 

They must also emphasize the significance it contributes to learning a language. Allowing 

students to have the perspective of words in unison and not in isolation for it exists to co-occur 

with other words. Also, learners must know the aid it provides for learners to quickly grasp the 
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language through reading and listening but at the same time produce language naturally and 

accurately (Mokhtar et. al., 2009). 

When teaching, it is more effective if teachers would ask the learner to identify the 

collocations given when teaching reading. Allow then to create a list of the collocations they 

have acquired, and while they teach speaking, the teacher may ask the learners to make 

predictions of the collocations of the words given. The teacher’s eagerness to encourage their 

learner to get familiarized with the internal and external outcomes of the pedagogy which helps 

the learners achieve more knowledge of collocations. This can be practiced by learners in their 

daily tasking, thus, allowing them to embrace the existence of collocations as part of their 

spoken and written knowledge. Although the authentic reading texts is an effective way to 

teach collocations, teachers must still choose the appropriate texts that include the different 

types of collocations. This may involve intensive reading practices but still, more practice is 

needed to acquire collocation as a knowledge. Since collocations are readily available 

everywhere, from newspapers, magazines, storybooks, and the likes, it is advised for learners 

to undergo an extensive reading for them to get acquainted with more collocations in the 

authentic texts. Doing this will allow them to understand collocations in their in-depth manner 

making one’s learning more permanent (Xu, X., & Hsu, W-Ch. 2017).  

Despite the many sources of understandable concepts in their English classes, still it is 

a challenge to achieve native-like language proficiency. There is still a need to give activities 

for the learners for them to practice the proper use of collocations. Teachers may give a reading 

text while the learners may use what they have learned regarding collocations to restate a 

statement of content. 

 

COGNITIVE FACTORS RELATED TO KNOWING A WORD 
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In learning the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing), one’s 

vocabulary plays a very huge part in its pedagogy. A student cannot fully understand the 

content of a text if they do not know the words given, otherwise, they may speak and write 

according to its meaning and use. One of the prerequisites of communicative competence is 

lexical competence. On the other hand, it is a complicated manner as it includes one’s 

familiarity not just with the words itself but also its form, meaning, and use (denotative and 

connotative meanings, word association, spelling, pronunciation, grammar, frequency, 

collocation, and register).  

The poor exposure of a learner to the target word may lead to difficulty in collocations, 

and its errors are found in their oral and written outputs. For them to acquire competence in 

using English, it is advised to the students to be acquainted with more collocations. This is one 

issue that one must take to consider one aspect that is related to word knowledge is classroom 

practice. 

For L1 acquisition, this is where the learners can speak in there using their MTL (mother 

tongue language) but cannot give the correct spelling of the word. On the other hand, L2 

acquisition is where the learner can familiarize the written form of the word learned, but it this 

part they still need to know the correct pronunciation of the word. Others say, that the learner 

may be able to know the word but are unable to know the meaning of the word in various 

instances (Lawrence, J., Capotosto, L., Branum-Martin, L., White, C., & Snow, C. 2010). 

In cases where a learner knows both the form and meaning of a word, still it is not an 

assurance that they would be able to use the word suitably based on a different context. Indeed, 

it is a complicated process whenever one is learning a new word for it involves comprehension 

in so many aspects. Therefore, words are not to be considered as an isolated unit of language, 

for it attracts reasonable attention in acquiring new vocabulary. Schmitt (2000) pointed out in 

his study that in learning a new language, the more the similarities between the first and the 
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second language, the easier for the second language to be acquired. The researcher Spanish 

people as an example, where they would naturally achieve and absorb both the speech skills 

and writing skills that are important in learning a language. Since, they may find more 

similarities in spelling and pronunciation compared to the other languages, orthographically 

and pronunciation wise.  

Lawrence, et.al (2010) conclude that for one to be able to learn a word form, a learner 

must also learn its spoken form, written form, and its word parts. He added that both the spoken 

and the written form are important in helping achieve literacy. Word part, on the other hand, 

which includes the learner’s knowledge of phonics, word organization, and spelling allows the 

learners to unravel the meaning of a word as it was used in a context. It must be taken into 

consideration that a student is misunderstood through its spoken form, one must be aware that 

this is a receptive knowledge. If one mispronounced a word then there is a great possibility that 

they may get misunderstood, but if done correctly then people will have a decent conversation. 

This is known as productive knowledge. Furthermore, when a learner can recognize a written 

form then it would be easier for the learner to read, an example of a receptive knowledge. 

However, if the learner can spell the words correctly, then it is product knowledge. There are 

lots of things to consider in recognizing the meaning of a word, and word parts take a huge role 

in achieving this. There are several prefixes, suffixes, and roots to consider. Though the 

existing list of these parts may be helpful, it still not that relevant when we talk about teaching 

the element this each belongs to.  

It was also stated in a study made by Jian-ping (2013) that when learning a language, 

one must learn the relationship of the language in terms of what forms its words (prefix, suffix, 

and stem). He also said that with this knowledge a learner may find it easier to decode the 

meaning of a word. An example of this is the word unbelievable: if one is knowledgeable 

enough of the word parts then it is easy to decode that its prefix un- which means “not” or 
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“opposite, would simply make the meaning of the word negative. Thus, giving the meaning 

“not believable” or “not to be believed”. Possessing this knowledge would increase one's 

proficiency in the language. There is about ninety-seven percent (97%) of prefixed terms which 

had appeared in school English texts; and it has been mentioned that to teach at least nine out 

of twenty most frequently used terms could help increase the vocabulary of a learner. As for 

suffixes, most that appear are called inflectional endings such as noun endings (-s,-es), verb 

endings (-ed,-ing,-en), and adjective endings (-er,-est). With this, it is assumed that middle 

school and older students should experience fewer problems in learning words with suffixes 

and in using suffixes in words (White, 1989; cited in Texas Education Agency, 2002). Thus, 

with this knowledge, a learner will be able to breakdown a word into its parts and identify the 

root it originally is. From that, a learner may be able to deduce the word meaning. However, 

both educators and researchers are thorns between accepting roots to be profitable. There has 

been an argument that the modern meaning of words may not reflect its historical origins. This 

may lead to a misleading translation of a word meaning. As an example given, the word “death” 

may be used to help students understand the meaning of both mortality and immortality but 

this will not be useful for them if they are to find the meaning of the word mortgage or mortify. 

The ability of the learners to expound their basic knowledge of the terms encountered helps 

understand the true meaning of a word. Teaching the roots of words would make it more 

interesting for the learners to learn new words. Thus, adding a story to the definition of a word 

would capture the attention of learners in the teaching of vocabulary (Pressley, 1988; cited in 

Texas Education Agency, 2002).  

Thornbury (2002) added that in acquiring this knowledge repeated exercise and practice 

of its usage must be done. It is in the explicit instructions that help the learners more to absorb 

knowledge to some extent. Classroom practice plays an important role in achieving this. One 

must provide more opportunities for learners to engage in meaningful reading and writing for 
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them to develop their phonics, word organization, and spelling skills. Moreover, learners must 

be able to interrelate the meaning and the form of a word, the concepts and reference, and word 

association. This is to completely retrieve the word’s meaning. When they want to express the 

meaning of a word, the form of the word will be retrieved as well. The same form in the target 

language and first language makes learning the word meanings burden light (Rumelhart, David 

E., and James L. McClelland, 2018). When a foreigner tries to learn English, the words learned 

varies based on the concepts and referents of the acquired word. Since a word may have a lot 

of meanings depending on their concepts, there is an ambiguous boundary in the meaning of 

words, and its main reason is its difference in context (Schmitt, 2010). 

According to Schmitt (2010), ‘words do not exist in isolation,’ knowing a word involves 

word association. These are the links that words are related to each other in people’s minds. 

One word is given to a learner which is similar or opposite and related that comes easily to 

mind. Regarding word use, one’s knowledge in terms of word grammatical functions must be 

involved,  

One must be aware of the many constraints that affect the acquisition of collocations. 

One’s choice of words relies mostly on the linguistic constraints that a learner has. This is very 

important to the grammatical functions of language. This refers to the pattern where a word 

can fit a context. Instead of saying “I knowledge a lot, I eaten a lot, I reading a lot” it is more 

appropriate to say “I know a lot, I eat a lot, I read a lot”. The stylistics of a language is 

considered as the register that makes each word more or less appropriate depending on the 

situation or the purpose it portrays. On the other hand, it is easier to recognize high-frequency 

words or words that appear more often than the others, than the low-frequency words. Thus, 

for a learner to be able to get to know with the word, one must be aware of its limitations in 

terms of its use and meaning. 

 



79 
 

LEXICAL ITEMS ON ESP TEXTBOOKS 

Since its inception, the English for Specific Purposes (ESP) had grown steadily as a 

result of globalization's influence (Poedjiastutie and Rhonda, 2017). This provided an 

opportunity for learners to use English in a particular context based on their field of interest or 

discipline. At the same time, it focused on the specific needs of the learners. In line with this, 

Falaus (2017) discussed that teaching and learning of ESP involves plenty of challenges such 

as mastering reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Furthermore, the acquisition of general 

grammar and vocabulary emerged to be challenges that learners encounter in taking the said 

course. It was emphasized that in designing an ESP course it usually focuses on specialized 

vocabulary and its usage in communicating in the oral and written form. This prompted the 

current researcher to conduct a study to examine the vocabulary used in the current available 

ESP books in the Philippines in the context of lexical items. 

Also, in the context of the study, the current researcher considered the interdependence 

of vocabulary instruction, acquisition, and learning. Nowadays, the vast vocabulary of an 

individual possesses grew significantly important in communication and comprehension. This 

implied that teaching and learning vocabulary should be strengthened and improved towards 

effectiveness and efficiency.  

The researcher described effective vocabulary instruction to be a long-term proposition. 

Whereas, attention to vocabulary growth had to start early at the preschool level and continue 

throughout the formal schooling of a learner. Furthermore, effective vocabulary instruction 

should be multifaceted, encompassing, extensive exposure to rich language, and building 

generative word knowledge. Experts have agreed that learners reaching 90-95 percent 

proficiency in words in context may be found dependent on the learners acquire knowledge. 

Their schema on the words learned allows them to easily fetch out the meaning of the newly 

encountered words, which eventually becomes a newly learned word. However, readers that 
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are found below this percentage is concluded to have more trouble in completely understanding 

a text and would miss a lot of prospects to learn more words.  

Children’s literature and other grade-appropriate texts may be considered proof of the 

richness there is in vocabulary instruction, especially when these were introduced to them. The 

student-friendly definitions, the examples found for each target words, the questions that 

trigger students to think critically for its meaning, the examples of how these words were used 

in other situations, these are some characteristics it possesses. Furthermore, the opportunities 

that it provides for the children allows them to even act out the meaning of the words. For 

authentic context, there also exist the visual aids that illustrate the meaning of the word. This 

encourages the students to pronounce, spell, and write about the word given. Also, this strategy 

allows the student to compare and contrast, making them able to develop their consciousness 

of the words since there are the repetition and reinforcement of the target words- making the 

listening activity read aloud. The following are considered efficient in improving the 

vocabulary of ELLs. 
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CHAPTER II 

METHODS 

This chapter includes the research design, the sampling, and participants including the 

local, the instruments and the data gathering procedure, the analysis of data, and some ethical 

considerations of the study.  

RESEARCH DESIGN 

This study adapted content analysis for the research scheme. Content analysis is a 

research technique used to make replicable and valid inferences by interpreting and coding 

textual material.  The content analysis relates a class of research methods at the intersection of 

qualitative and quantitative traditions. This deals with the rigorous exploration of many 

important but difficult-to-study issues of interest to organizational researchers in areas as 

diverse as business policy and strategy, managerial and organizational cognition, 

organizational behavior, human resources, social-issues management, technology and 

innovation management, international management, and organizational theory (Research & 

Methodology, 2012). 

In developing a learner’s strong vocabulary background, it requires them to be familiar 

with the use of a dictionary. This shows the need of learners for the appropriate instruction in 

helping them acquire new word knowledge. This allows them to develop strategies that help 

them increase their depth of knowledge over time; and to further equip students with the 

necessary knowledge, the following must be recognized: (1) the number of words that is 
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required from the students to learn as a prerequisite, which is quite large in number as time 

passes; (2) the difference between spoken and written language that has a great factor in one’s 

literacy level; (3) the limitations in terms of the sources of information about words that are 

readily available for the students, learners must be well exposed to the proper utilization of 

materials such as dictionaries, word parts, and context for each can be difficult to use, 

uninformative and even misleading if not used properly; and (4) the complexity of word 

knowledge, which involves much more than knowing the definition of a word and is more than 

simply memorizing the definition that the dictionary gives (Texas Education Agency, 2002).  

How to Choose Books for Analysis 

English as known to be universal knowledge is a must for foreign people to learn. Even 

those who already use English as their native language, still have to study the language, because 

it is more than knowing how to use the language rather than understanding its complete use. 

To Nordlund (2014), educators must not only focus on the importance of textbook analysis but 

also the effectiveness of the textbooks in the promotion of curricula. It was posited that content, 

structure, expectation, and language were the key elements in conducting a textbook analysis. 

Wang (2015) added that in completely learning the language a learner and improve one’s 

vocabulary the following must be considered: vocabulary size, word association knowledge, 

collocation knowledge, and morphological knowledge. However, the current researcher 

focused on one aspect of analyzing available textbooks in ESP in terms of the recurring 

vocabulary used in the identified textbooks. This fell under the language component. Tudor 

(2018) stated that vocabulary plays an integral part in ESP. This allows learners to improve 

their foundation of words which found to be frequent to the specific field of professions that 

are aiming for. This would allow the learners to build their set of skills and understanding of 

the respective careers they want in the future. Similar to other theorists, Mohan and van 

Naersen 1997; cited in Tudor, 2018, that when a learner has more knowledge of the vocabulary 

used in the specific area of knowledge being learned there is a huge impact on one’s academic 
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development. The learner is more likely to easily understand and comprehend concepts and 

other information to be acquired from their fields.  

Higher Education Statistics Authority (HESA) presented that business dominates most 

popular graduate school majors. There was a reason to believe that business qualifications are 

in high demand among employers, and becomes increasingly popular among those who are 

seeking either to progress within their current career, or break into a new sector. They also have 

also revealed that according to the recent GMAC survey of MBA and other business Master 

students in 33 countries worldwide found that 60% had already received job offer before 

graduating. Indeed, it cannot be denied that this era is more focused on the skills set that will 

best benefit the modern age. 21st century skills refers to a broad set of knowledge, skills, work 

habits, and character traits that are believed- by educator, school reformers, college professors, 

employers, and others. It was stated that though 21st century skills may differ from person to 

person, place to place, or school to school, the term still reflect a general set of goals.  

Furthermore, these also offer unique intellectual changes that will help students to develop skill 

set that are applicable for variety of professional positions. Thus, the researcher utilized random 

sampling in choosing five (5) textbooks in ESP from the different colleges and universities in 

Luzon, specifically ESP for Hospitality Management from University A; ESP for Criminology 

from College A; ESP for Tourism from University A; ESP for Marine Engineering from 

College B; and ESP for Information Technology from University B. The researcher considered 

the following guidelines in selecting textbooks to be part of the study. The researcher ensured 

that the textbooks were currently available and used in teaching English for Specific Purpose 

(ESP) during the time of the study. The researcher was able to find five (5) ESP textbooks 

available 

On one hand, the descriptive aspect of the research design allowing the researcher to 

understand the depth of the collected data. Since the researcher aimed to develop a bridge 
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model for vocabulary instructions in EGP through the lexical items on ESP textbooks, there 

was a need to further understand the lexical items found from the identified five (5) ESP 

textbooks out of the fifteen (15) textbooks in both ESP and EGP. Thus, she emphasized that to 

adapt such research design, it should have a definite and detailed guideline set out precisely. 

 

 

SAMPLING 

The researcher utilized random sampling in choosing five (5) textbooks in ESP from 

the different colleges and universities in Luzon, specifically ESP for Hospitality Management 

from University A; ESP for Criminology from College A; ESP for Tourism from University 

A; ESP for Marine Engineering from College B; and ESP for Information Technology from 

University B.  

The researcher considered the following guidelines in selecting textbooks to be part of 

the study. The researcher ensured that the textbooks were currently available and used in 

teaching English for Specific Purpose (ESP) during the time of the study. The researcher was 

able to find five (5) ESP textbooks available. Furthermore, the researcher also considered the 

fact that top courses being taken by college students based on surveys and studies. Since, there 

were limited existing textbooks around Luzon, it was also considered to pay attention to courses 

that are course specific and uses specialized vocabulary to help prove the point of this study. 

Each book was used in the course programs of Bachelor of Science in Hospital 

Management, Bachelor of Science in Criminology, Bachelor of Science in Tourism, Bachelor 

of Science in Marine Engineering, and Bachelor of Science in Information Computer 

Technology.   

Materials for Use 

For textbooks or instructional materials to be used, they should be evaluated with the 

following criteria for content: (1) quality of content, (2) potential effectiveness as a teaching-
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learning tool, and (3) ease of use (for practitioners and learners). To show the effectiveness of 

the content, 13 questions must be answered: (1) Is the material appropriate for the target 

learners? (2) Is the learning objective clear? (3) Is the content current, relevant, balanced, and 

accurate? (4) Is the content appropriate to the needs of the cultural group or delivery sector? 

(5) Does the material present opportunities for task-based learning? (6) Does the material 

present options for meeting individual needs?” (7) Does the material satisfy the various 

teaching and learning styles? (8) Can the material be adapted to meet the needs of the targeted 

cultural group or delivery sector?, (9) Does the content reflect current and accepted 

methodology? (10) Our competencies and task groups easily identified? (11) Does the material 

present information in appealing ways? (12) Does the material provide flexibility in its use? 

(13) Does the material support self-directed learning?  

INSTRUMENTS 

The study utilized a data analysis software to analyze the lexical items underpinned in 

the textbooks used in teaching English for Specific Purpose in the current Philippine Tertiary 

English course programs based on the Philippine Commission on Higher Education Order No. 

20, Series of 2013. NVivo, software purchased by the Philippine Normal University for use by 

graduate students and personnel, was utilized to identify the lexical items found in textbooks 

across the various disciplines to compare these items based on the skill categories as basic 

vocabulary, multiple-meaning vocabulary, and context-specific vocabulary.      

DATA GATHERING PROCEDURE 

           To collect the data needed to address the research questions, the researcher considered 

the following procedures: 

1. Identification of Qualified Textbooks.  Initially, the researcher identified ESP textbooks 

with the following criteria:  

1.1. The ESP textbook was currently used in handling ESP courses in the Philippines;   

and  
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1.2. The ESP textbook was available in the bookstore to be purchased by any interested  

        individuals. 

The chosen textbooks were identified based on its popularity and availability within NCR. 

The textbooks used were the primary source of data on vocabulary words available within the 

respective texts.  

2. Re-encoding of the Textbooks. After identifying and verifying the utilization of the ESP 

textbooks, the researcher carefully re-encoded the textbooks. This was an initial 

requirement for the next step for the NVIVO. 

3. Analysis of Texts through NVIVO. In this step, the researcher used licensed NVIVO 

software to extract the words used in each ESP textbooks. Appendix A shows the initial list 

of words identified by NVIVO.  

4. Content Analysis. As pointed by O’Keeffe (2013), the content analysis allowed the 

researcher to focus on the umbrella of the language such as form, use, grammar, vocabulary, 

phonology, discourse, style and appropriateness, and variety. Thus, he provided three (3) 

subheadings for language analysis. One of these was word signifier comprised of general 

and technical vocabulary, abbreviations, and letters. The criteria for the word to be 

classified as a lexical item were:  

5.  the word was appropriate for the tertiary education level (Beck et al., 2002);  

5.1. The word was a single word as it is appropriate for second language learners  

       (Larotta, 2011); 

5.2. The word according to Crystal (2018) was considered to be part of the list if; it  

        would take it base form and omitted to be part of the study, and if it would take  

        the form of proper nouns/names; days in a week; time in a day; numbers in words;  

        prepositions; adverbs; conjunctions; interjections; words in -ing form; in -ly form;  

        - S plural form (unless the meaning is not the same with the base form); words in  
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        the past tense form (unless the meaning is not the same with the base form); words  

        in three (3) letters in  length; express any form of senses; means of transportation;  

        parts of the body; the name   of colors; months of the year; and measurements. 

6. After sorting the words based on the criteria, each word was classified based on the word-

tier classification as suggested by Hutton (2008). The lexical items were classified into:  

6.1. Tier 1. This tier refers to the basic vocabulary whereas an identified lexical item  

       was categorized on this tier if these lexical items rarely required direct instruction   

       and typically did not have multiple meanings; 

 6.2. Tier 2. This tier refers to the high-frequency lexical items that occurred across a  

        variety of domains.; and 

 6.3. Tier 3. This tier refers to the low frequency that occurred in a specific field of  

         interest.  

These levels were suggested to emphasize the vocabulary knowledge that each learner 

has, focusing on the different factors that allow a learner to tap their prior knowledge of the 

word encountered. As explained, Tier 1 does not usually pertain to other meanings and it does 

not require obvious instruction; considering that these words fall into either nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, or words that appear in the early reading stage. On the other hand, Tier 2 plays an 

important role in building a more mature vocabulary context for mature learners. This may 

result in a huge impact on the vocabulary used in one’s daily function. Since this shows the 

present challenges to the learners whom first-hand see the text. Tier 2 characterized words: (1) 

to have multiple meanings; (2) to be used in a variety of subject areas; (3) to be necessary for 

reading comprehension; (4) to be a characteristic of a mature language user; and (5) to be 

descriptive when adding details to sentences (Beck, MecKeown, & Kucan, 2002; cited in 

Sprenger, 2013). English words that are considered to be practical in use and are low in terms 

of frequency are those that consist of Tier 3. The words found in this tier are for a specific field 
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and are to be used for some time only based on particular content. These words center on 

building the learner’s understanding of the knowledge and concepts learned. For example; the 

words medical, legal, biology, and mathematics are useful while covering specific topics and 

specific compared to the most useful tier for vocabulary (Sprenger, 2013).  Lastly, the 

researcher established the nature of the word and definition with the aid of the updated Miriam-

Webster Dictionary available on the internet.  

DATA ANALYSIS 

           In analyzing the collected data, the researcher used a licensed NVIVO software to extract 

the frequency of usage of words in each textbook. Furthermore, the researcher used the MS 

Excel to counter check the occurrence of words from each textbook.  Thus, the researcher used 

frequency and percentage to numerically present the extracted words. Furthermore, the 

researcher adopted the classification of the vocabulary of Hutton (2008) to analyze and 

compare the identified lexical items across the different disciplines. Furthermore, the extracted 

list of words from the software were used to determine the respective tiers available within the 

textbooks acquired. These tiers gave the research a gist of the words to be taught to the students. 

Thus, to maximize the opportunity of learning, there is a need for the teacher to understand the 

limit to what the learners know about the words presented. The tiers may serve as a map 

towards vocabulary learning.  

THE BRIDGE MODEL 

Arechiga (2013) discussed that a bridge was the environment teacher could create, the 

instructional support, and the processes and language learned to the student in the context of 

approaching a task and developing the abilities to meet it. In which, it was a process of setting 

up the situation to make the role to the child as the learner would become skilled enough to 

manage it. In the current context, it was the act of enlarging the language capacity and learning 

possibilities for all the students. It was argued that the bridge models could provide certain 

directions and pathways for educators to set a clear purpose for essential learning, direct 
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instruction related to content and processes, and model of thinking visible to students. At the 

same time, it checked for understanding, works with students in group settings, and 

collaborated through (but not limited) to ask questions and share thinking. Lastly, students 

could develop a sense of independent learning. The following studies exhibited the 

development of a bridge model relevant to the current study. In terms of vocabulary 

development, according to Oxford, the following features of Language Learning must be 

understood: (1) Problem Orientation; (2) Action Basis; (3) Involvement; (4) Degree of 

Observability; (5) Level of Consciousness; (6) Factors Influencing Strategies Choice (Jamal, 

2016).  

           Problem orientation pertains to the learning strategies that are used as tools to solve or 

accomplish a task for the learner to reach a goal. These strategies are dependent on the purpose 

of the facilitator and the goal they are to target. For example, reasoning or guessing strategies 

that are commonly used to unravel a message probably of a passage read. Memory strategies 

are also advisable since it requires the learner to remember important information about a 

particular concept. If these strategies are found effective, then there is a greater chance for the 

learners to build their self-confidence. This now becomes profitable learning (Jamal, 2016.p 

3). On the other hand, an action basis more focuses on enhancing the various skills of the 

learner to perform or take into action the knowledge that they have acquired. This may pertain 

to skills like taking notes, setting up for a language task, self- evaluation, and logical guessing. 

These actions are naturally influenced by the general traits that a learner already possesses, 

such as, learning style, motivation, and aptitude. It also requires the involvement of the learners. 

This strategy encourages the learner to use their meta-cognitive functions like planning, 

evaluating, emotional, social, and other functions as well to be utilized. This strategy is not 

confined to the cognitive functions only, but allow that involvement of both, cognitive and 
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meta-cognitive aspects. Thus, there is a balance between the two, not only that but also in the 

emotional and interpersonal processes that one may undergo.  

Furthermore, one must also highlight the learning strategies that involve observation. 

The degree of observability might be a challenge, especially, for language learning. Several 

aspects of cooperation and strategies that a learner use may be easy to be observed. However, 

the act of making the mental associations and connections of words and meanings, especially 

memory strategy, can be very difficult to understand. There is indeed a need to analyze the 

strategies used by the learners because some of them can sometimes be difficult for them. 

The level of consciousness of the learners must not also be forgotten. Several researchers have 

revealed the need for learners to be conscious of the actions that they take when learning a 

language. In modern strategies, learners reflect their conscious effort to gain control of what 

they learn. Unfortunately, after a certain amount of practice and effort, this learning strategy 

can be automatically just like any other skill or behavior (Jamal, 2016.p 4). 

On the contrary, despite the strategies highlighted to improve vocabulary acquisition, 

there are several factors that a learner must take when choosing a strategy. According to 

Oxford; cited in Jamal (2016), these factors are divided into two major classes: direct and 

indirect; and are subdivided into 6 groups; direct: memory, cognitive, compensation; and 

indirect: metacognitive, affective and social. Furthermore, these are classified into five 

categories; (1) the behavior of the learners in their language success; (2) the psychological 

functions to the learners, which pertains to the cognitive, metacognitive, and effective; (3) the 

basis in linguistic aspect; (4) the language skills or knowledge; and (5) the different types of 

learners. It has been mentioned that this category is the most widely accepted strategy as far as 

vocabulary learning is concerned.  

           Furthermore, other studies have also highlighted that vocabulary learning pertains to the 

process of gaining the knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and not just merely 
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recognizing words as used in a sentence. A learner must first know how to spell, pronounce, 

and use it appropriately as to the goal given within the sentence; and the second is to obtain the 

knowledge on how to acquire these properly. This pertains to the strategies that cater to the 

different needs of the learners. In unison, these strategies play an important role in the 

development of the learners and contribute not only knowledge and information but a better 

grasp of how to better understand and utilize this knowledge within appropriate measures. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents analyses and interprets the data collected in the study. For clarity 

of presentation and consistency in the discussion, the data, results, and discussions are 

presented in the following order and sequence, to wit: (1) the lexical items found across the 

following disciplines: Hospitality Management, Criminology, Tourism, Marine Engineering, 

and Information Technology; (2) the comparison of ESP lexical items based on the following 

skills: basic vocabulary, multiple-meaning vocabulary, and context-specific vocabulary; and 

(3) a bridge model for vocabulary instructions in English for General Purposes proposed based 

from the findings of the study. 

 

Problem 1. The lexical items found across the following disciplines: Hospitality Management, 

Criminology, Tourism, Marine Engineering, and Information Technology  

 

Despite the many dialects from the different regions of the country, Philippines may be 

considered lucky in terms of learning the English language. The country has even been one of 

the most English speaking countries listed. Compared to Chinese, Korean, and Japanese the 

Philippines is one step ahead since the same alphabet is being used, unlike these countries that 

are composed of different characters and pronunciation. For example, the Chinese, they 

establishes an apparent difference not just with the characters used, but also, with the word 

formation and other aspects (Xiao, 2002). This makes learning English monotonous for most 

Chinese learners. In order to be successful in learning the language, one must be able to master 
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an unfamiliar alphabet, the phonetic system that will be added to the learners’ new lexicon and 

morphosyntactic such as articles, phrasal verbs, and case endings. Unless the learners are well 

acquainted and equipped of the English language, learners will keep seeing the language 

“difficult to learn and easy to forget” lexicon (Pesina & Yusupova, 2015). Indeed it is important 

to aid oneself with the complete understanding of a word based on their different levels of 

interest. If ones is well equipped with the substantial amount of learning vocabulary was quite 

important in aiding the understanding and knowledge of learning vocabulary for a particular 

course then the convenience of vocabulary development is within reach. Thus, it allowed the 

individual to grasp nuances and combine correct collocations. With this, the researcher 

identified the different lexical items found in the different ESP textbooks used in different 

Philippine Higher Education institutions. It must also be taken to consideration that the study 

is focused primarily on determining the existing words found in the textbook acquired for the 

respective courses for this study. The aim is merely to show an overview of what it is like to 

present new vocabulary words among students with the use of the proposed bridge model. The 

lexical items presented proves the complexity of how language is to be taught to the students, 

regardless if it is in the collegiate level already. Since language is dynamic, there is also a need 

to upgrade among the learning tools used in order to meet the needs of the 21st century skills.  

Hospitality Management. This study revealed that there are 13,713 lexicon found in the 

ESP textbook ‘Improving Grammar Skills and More Workplace English for Hospitality 

Industry Communication Skills,’ showing the frequencies for each word (please see Appendix 

on page ___). The lexicon evidently show to be most frequent words in the textbook. Therefore, 

the learners’ consciousness is assumed creating the index of words usage or the familiarity of 

the words learned (Pesina, 2014). About 50.44% comprising with 6,918 words belonged to 

count 1 representing its frequency from the text being evaluated. Less frequency, means less 

exposure. This can be deduced that these set of words are commonly known, thus, needs less 
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exposure for retention. As such, if a word is encountered frequently enough, it will develop a 

rich set of connections to other words (Schmitt & McCarthy, 2002); 14.83% Count 2 with 

2,035 words; 7.18% Count 3 or 985 words; 4.78% Count 4 or 656 words; 3.22% Count 5 or 

422 words; 2.53% Count 6 or 347; 6.18% Count 7 or 255 words; 1.52% Count 8 or 209 words; 

1.21% Count 9 or 176 words; and 0.99% Count 10 or 136 words. Subsequently, this shows that 

words from count 1-10 hold more than fifty percent of the lexicon with approximately 12, 150 

words in all, while the remaining 1,663 words represent the 11.39% of the lexicon with the 

frequency ranging from count 11 to count 8,473. 

 

Criminology. This study revealed that there are 7,239 lexicon found in the ESP textbook 

Police Report- Writing Essentials of English 1: Creative and Critical Thinking,’ showing the 

frequencies for each word (please see Appendix on page ___). About 49.1% comprising with 

3,557 words belonged to count 1 representing its frequency from the text being evaluated. Less 

frequency, means less exposure. 15.3% Count 2 with 1,114 words; 8.09% Count 3 or 586 

words; 5.42% Count 4 or 393 words; 3.34% Count 5 or 242 words; 2.45% Count 6 or 178; 

1.76% Count 7 or 128 words; 1.74% Count 8 or 126 words; 1.20% Count 9 or 87 words; and 

0.99% Count 10 or 72 words. Subsequently, this shows that words from count 1-10 hold about 

eighty-nine point five percent of the lexicon with approximately 6, 483 words in all, while the 

remaining 756 words represent the 10.44% of the lexicon with the frequency ranging from 

count 11 to count 3,526. 

 

Tourism. This study revealed that there are 4,575 lexicon found in the ESP textbook 

‘English for Hospitality and Tourism’ showing the frequencies for each word (please see 

Appendix on page ___). About 50.20% comprising with 2,297 words belonged to count 1 

representing its frequency from the text being evaluated; 15% Count 2 with 688 words; 7.38% 

Count 3 or 338words; 4.78% Count 4 or 219 words; 3.67% Count 5 or 168words; 2.57% Count 
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6 or 118; 2.05% Count 7 or 94 words; 1.59% Count 8 or 73 words; 1.28% Count 9 or 59 words; 

and 1.15% Count 10 or 53words. Subsequently, this shows that words from count 1-10 hold 

about eighty-nine point seventy seven percent of the lexicon with approximately 4, 107 words 

in all, while the remaining 468 words represent the 10.22% of the lexicon with the frequency 

ranging from count 11 to count 1807. 

The majority of the learners have received the tier 1 instruction, but learners who have 

taken a supplementary intervention were given additional instructions involving tiers 2 and 3 

(Shapiro, 2011). Since the nature of tourism is aligned with being acquainted with different 

races, they are required to be equipped with the general knowledge and language that is 

comprehensive to all types of guests. They need to be able to understand and communicate 

with the people that they are exposed to as part of the domain being followed by tourism as a 

course and as a profession. Words such as region, seamless, seared, vineyard, ecstatic, abroad, 

aisle, and ambiance are known generally across cultures. Tier 2, on the other hand, is classified 

as nouns, verbs, and adjectives. Words such as aboard, chambermaid, cloakroom, concierge, 

crook, croutons, facet, intoxicated, niche, norm, stewing, steward, and tub are words that are 

distinguished to have multiple meanings. These words can be taken in different meanings 

depending on a particular context. These words may change in meaning conditional to how it 

is used. This tier aims to bridge the cultural gap. It offered case studies that sought to combine 

corpus-based and competence-based approaches to the description of variation. In doing so, it 

opened up new avenues for locating and analyzing variability. This is both at the level of the 

individual speaker and between speakers of different dialects and generations (Seiler et al., 

2009). Lastly, the tier 3 category classified to be all nouns. Tier 3. The words found in this tier 

are for a specific field and are to be used for a while only based on particular content. These 

words center on building the learner’s understanding of the knowledge and concepts learned 

(Sprenger, 2013). 
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Marine Engineering. This study revealed that there are 4,575 lexicon found in the ESP 

textbook ‘English for the Workplace 1: English for the Workplace 2 Voyages in Maritime 

English,’ showing the frequencies for each word (please see Appendix on page ___). About 

48.8% comprising with 3,499 words belonged to count 1 representing its frequency from the 

text being evaluated; 15.64% Count 2 with 1,121 words; 7.98% Count 3 or 572words; 5.4% 

Count 4 or 388 words; 3.36 % Count 5 or 241 words; 2.48 % Count 6 or 178; 1. 74% Count 7 

or 125 words; 1.70% Count 8 or 122 words; 1.22% Count 9 or 88 words; and 0.99% Count 10 

or 71 words. Subsequently, this shows that words from count 1-10 hold about eighty-nine point 

thirty six percent of the lexicon with approximately 6, 405 words in all, while the remaining 

762 words represent the 10.63% of the lexicon with the frequency ranging from count 11 to 

count 3526. 

The lexical items found in the ESP textbook for Marine Engineering are categorized in 

tier 2 with words classified as noun, verb, and adjective. This category includes bunk, code, 

demurrage, hub, knot, milieu, narcotics, nozzle, pilfer, plow, sequential, suction, vessel, and 

many more, which can also mean differently since it can be used in other courses or contexts. 

Just like the word narcotics which can also be used in criminology context, in medicine and 

marine engineering. Learners for this course are deemed to have a mature set of vocabulary 

that allows them to distinguish words with multiple meanings (p.76), making them more open 

to the understanding of the word based on how it was used in a text. Followed by tier 1 with 

nine lexical items identified as noun, verb, and adjectives. With the minimal number of lexical 

items found, it can be deduced that learners within the course marine engineering are more 

exposed words that are not commonly encountered in one’s daily activities or the usual texts 

read. Tier 1 does not usually pertain to other meanings and it does not require obvious 

instruction. (Sprenger, 2013). Lastly, tier 3 with the least number of lexical items classified to 
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be noun, verb, and adjectives. These words are buoy, nautical, pothole, see once, and trawl. 

These words found in this tier are for a specific field and are to be used for some time only 

based on a particular content; and that content is meant for marine engineering courses alone.  

Information Technology. This study revealed that there are 4,575 lexicon found in the ESP 

textbook ‘Information Technology,’ showing the frequencies for each word (please see 

Appendix on page ___). About 57.9 % comprising with 2, 935 words belonged to count 1 

representing its frequency from the text being evaluated; 15 % Count 2 with 770 words; 7.30% 

Count 3 or 370 words; 4.64 % Count 4 or 235 words; 3.40 % Count 5 or 168 words; 1.99 % 

Count 6 or 101; 1.71% Count 7 or 87 words; 1.00% Count 8 or 51 words; 0.92% Count 9 or 

47 words; and 0.78% Count 10 or 40 words. Subsequently, this shows that words from count 

1-10 hold about ninety- four point eighty six percent of the lexicon with approximately 4, 804 

words in all, while the remaining 260 words represent the 5.13% of the lexicon with the 

frequency ranging from count 11 to count 1495.  

Majority from the classification of the identified lexical items found in the ESP 

textbook for Information Technology is classified between tiers 2 and 3. These two can be 

differentiated based on many scopes. One of which is the intensity of the instruction that the 

learners undergo. Learners at tier 2 are said to have less intensive needs than that of tier 3, 

where there is a need for the intervention with tier 2. However, it was mentioned that learners 

might be at the risk of lacking the foundational skills of decoding and they may need intensive 

exercises on phonics (Sprenger, 2013). These two tiers have classified the lexical items into 

noun, verb, and adjective for tier 2 while all nouns for tier 3. These lexical items are believed 

to be used for the context of the Information Technology course. The least items identified 

were classified as tier 1, basic vocabulary. As explained, Tier 1 does not usually pertain to other 

meanings and it does not require obvious instruction; considering that these words fall into 

either nouns, verbs, adjectives, or words that appear in the early reading stage (p.76). 
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Table 1 

 

Hospitality 

Management 

Criminology Tourism Marine 

Engineering 

Information 

Technology 
Frequency 

Count 

13, 713 

% Frequency 

Count 

7,239 

% Frequency 

Count 

4575 

% Frequency 

Count 

7167 

% Frequency 

Count 

5064 

% 

 

Count 1 

6918 

50.44 Count 1 

3557 

49.1 Count 1 

2247 

50.20 Count 1 

3499 

48.8 Count 1 

2935 

57.9 

Count 2 

2035 

14.83 Count 2 

1114 

15.3 Count 2 

688 

15.20 Count 2 

1121 

15.64 Count 2 

770 

15.2 

Count 3 

985 

7.18 Count 3 

586 

8.09 Count 3 

338 

7.38 Count 3 

572 

7.98 Count 3 

370 

7.30 

Count 4 

656 

4.78 Count 4 

393 

5.42 Count 4 

219 

4.78 Count 4 

388 

5.4 Count 4 

235 

4.64 

Count 5 

422 

3.22 Count 5 

242 

3.34 Count 5 

168 

3.67 Count 5 

241 

3.36 Count 5 

168 

3.40 

Count 6 

347 

2.53 Count 6 

178 

2.45 Count 6 

118 

2.57 Count 6 

178 

2.48 Count 6 

101 

1.99 

Count 7 

255 

6.18 Count 7 

128 

1.76 Count 7 

94 

2.05 Count 7 

125 

1.74 Count 7 

87 

1.71 

Count 8 

209 

1.52 Count 8 

126 

1.74 Count 8 

73 

1.59 Count 8 

122 

1.70 Count 8 

51 

1.01 

Count 9 

176 

1.21 Count 9 

87 

1.20 Count 9 

59 

1.28 Count 9 

88 

1.22 Count 9 

47 

0.92 

Count 10 

136 

0.99 Count 10 

72 

0.99 Count 10 

53 

1.15 Count 10 

71 

0.99 Count 10 

40 

0.78 

 

This table shows the summary of lexical frequency of the different courses highlighted 

in this study, which further displays the great number of requisite words to encounter once a 

learner take this particular course. Highlighting the group of words that comprises the upper 

fifty percent of the total number of unit found across the lexicon of 37, 218 words in all. Based 

on the analysis, it can be asserted that utmost number of units are found within frequency count 

1-10 with 88.52% for Hospitality Management; 89.5% for Criminology; 89.77% for Tourism; 

89.36% for Marine Engineering; and 94.86% for Information Technology. Liu Na and Nation 

in Pesina & Yusupova (2015) stated that for a learner to be successful in learning the English 

language, they must acquire of at least 3,000 words for their vocabulary size. This points out 
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the substantial time and cognitive investment in order to acquire the start-up vocabulary needed 

to comprehend general texts. Round 10,000 to 12,000 English words for a bachelor degree and 

around 5,000- 6,000 words are expected to be utilized in an active manner with a certain amount 

of skill. The data above shows an approximate number words that a learner has to deal with as 

one go through the course. Indeed, at first glance, this could be a real challenge. However, with 

proper instruction given by the teacher this is acceptable. By simply, dividing these words into 

their respective tiers, the teacher will now be able to determine and assess the needed words of 

the learners. Thus, the bridge model being proposed will further help both the teacher and the 

students understand the importance and use of the words existing for the course of their choice.   

 On the other hand, it has been found out that among 37, 218 words, approximately 70-

80% of the lexicon may already provide a handful of units representing the different tier of 

vocabulary. It can be deduced that it is evident that there is the presence of different tiers no 

matter what profession it may be. This list was generated and was compared to the academic 

word list developed by Coxhead, et al. (2000).  This implies that the textbooks lack lexical 

items matching Academic Word List with great importance on building their vocabulary 

significantly to their current level. There was great importance in introducing students at the 

tertiary level in the Academic Word List particularly aligned to their field of interest.  Thus, 

international texts could be further understood if students were introduced and familiar with 

the said list.  Moreover, considering that target learners are already at the tertiary level, it is 

reasonable that there are more lexical items under tier 2 implying the maturity of the learners 

in terms of their vocabulary grasp. There is also a fair number of lexical items for tier 1, 

revealing a strong foundation on the general language that may be understood by many.  
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Problem 2.  The comparison of ESP lexical items based on the following skills: basic 

vocabulary, multiple-meaning vocabulary, and context-specific vocabulary 

 

 

Lexical items found across the different ESP textbooks available and the different 

educational institutions in the Philippines classified as Tier 1: Basic Vocabulary. The identified 

lexical items seemed to be relatively few compared to the expected identified lexical items 

appropriate to the level of the learners in tertiary education similar to the study of Hajiyeva 

(2015). This could be attributed to the structure of the ESP textbooks composing several 

learning activities.  These learning activities served as a vehicle in promulgating vocabulary 

instruction. As cited by Medrea and Rus (2012), ESP textbooks should prepare students to 

communicate in an authentic working environment besides focusing on enhancing the student’s 

skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  It seemed that the textbooks were designed 

appropriately in this context. However, the acquisition and use of academic vocabulary had a 

direct impact on the educational outcomes in academic preparation for studies and work 

especially for second language learners (Aldawsari, 2017).  

Thus, college students were anticipated to encounter challenges and difficulty in 

learning a new set of vocabulary related to their field of interest, supported by the findings of 

Evans and Morrison (2011).  It was established that insufficient academic vocabulary was a 

key challenge for students as they were insufficiently familiar with academic lexical items.  

Similar findings were observed in the study of Townsend, Filippini, Collins, and Biancarosa 

(2012) among students who learned English as their second language.  Consequently, Lee, Tan, 

Singh, and Ganapathy (2017) mentioned the knowledge of words represented in a word list to 

be vital to the overall academic performance of students. Regarding the role of vocabulary 

knowledge in learning a foreign language, Filipino students’ primary language was not English. 

Knowledge of vocabulary accommodates reading, writing, speaking, and listening. This is one 

main reason why the researcher has categorized the existing words. With the words being 
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divided according to their respective tiers, the teacher can now have a clear sight of the words 

that the students could find difficult. On the other hand, the proposed bridge model will serve 

as the tool the can be used both by the students and the teachers .With the use of the bridge 

model, the teacher now can assess the vocabulary knowledge of the students, while the 

students, on the other hand, will have a better means of understanding the words being learned.  

Through the years, educators and linguists have striven to resolve the different 

challenges and difficulties of students in learning the underpinning ideals and concepts in ESP. 

It was aforementioned that to some extent working with high-frequency words can be 

beneficial for both ESP and EGP. Considering that the familiarity of the words can be helpful 

among the learners to avoid confusion. At the same time, this provides learners with the 

opportunity to use these words differently.   In support, wordlist and semantic field play an 

important role in presenting new words to the learners in vocabulary teaching (Chen, 2014). 

Tier 2 Lexical Items Found Across the Different ESP Textbooks 

 The word ‘cite’ appeared as a verb in Hospitality Management, Criminology, and 

Tourism did not appear in Marine Engineering and Information Technology. “Cite” to the 

aforementioned courses means to bring forward or call to another's attention especially as an 

example, proof, or precedent for Hospitality Management; to summon to appear before a court 

of law for Criminology; and to quote or refer to in substantiation as an authority, proof, or 

example for Tourism. Although it could have appeared in Marine Engineering and Information 

Technology, the absence of the word was quite noticeable. Other meanings of the word ‘cite’ 

were quote (as in a passage, a book, or an author) as evidence for or justification of an argument 

or statement, especially in a scholarly work; praise (someone, typically a member of the armed 

forces) for a courageous act in an official dispatch or for his contributions in the intelligence 

area, or commend or give recognition to; and summon (someone) to appear in a court of law 

of the defendants. It was noticeable that the word definitions were neither too general nor too 

specific. At one end, it was a ‘summon’ to have negative attribution but on the other end it was 
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a ‘praise or recognition’. As to grammatical structure, the word ‘cite’ was flexible for the use 

which could be either a verb or a noun.  

For justification, spoken language is often a continuous stream of speech. For 

comprehension to succeed, the listener must segment this stream into a sequence of individual 

words. A substantial literature has been devoted to determining the degree to which information 

about word-boundary locations is present in the acoustics of speech (Beck, McKeown, & 

Kucan, 2008) or dependent upon higher-order contextual factors such as the listener’s 

interpretation of word meaning and sentence structure (Alfaki, 2014). By identifying the 

different sources of information, their relative importance, and how they are used in 

combination, it is thought that a comprehensive theory of word segmentation can be 

constructed (Bada, 2015). 

Previous studies have shown that spoken language is rich in acoustic cues to word 

boundaries. Major findings from the literature include lengthening of word-initial and word-

final segments and syllables (Aldawsari, 2017) and shortening of segments and syllables that 

are not adjacent to a word boundary. For instance, speakers had produced English words and 

word sequences with boundary ambiguities in isolation and embedded in short sentences. 

Duration and spectrographic analyses revealed a consistent and considerable durational 

difference among word-initial, word-medial, and word-final segments, in that word-initial or 

word-final segments were longer than word-medial segments. Related to the lengthening of 

word-initial segments, articulatory strengthening that occurs at the initial position of a word or 

a prosodic boundary has also been extensively studied. Compared lip movements of syllable 

onset /m/ in different boundary conditions (e.g., word medial mommamia vs. word-initial 

Momma–Mimi vs. across a word boundary Momma, Mimi, among others), and reported that 

lip movements become slower when /m/ is adjacent to a word or prosodic boundary than when 

it is not adjacent to any boundaries. To Georgievea (2019), he extended this finding by 
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confirming that articulatory gestures “get larger, longer, and further apart” when adjacent to a 

boundary. Additional phonetic properties that have been reported to correlate with word 

boundaries include amplitude contour, allophonic realizations of segments, spectral differences 

of vowels, and degree of coarticulation. Taken together, the presence of such systematic 

variation in speech production demonstrates that talkers readily produce word boundary cues 

for listeners as they speak. 

           The word ‘concierge’ had an ‘exclusive meaning’ to Hospitality Management and 

Tourism, two (2) related fields, with meanings as ‘a person (noun) employed in business to 

make arrangements or run errands for Hospitality management; and a caretaker (noun) of a 

block of flats, hotel especially to one who lives on the premises for Tourism. Other meanings 

were also found very specific to the field but dependent on the contextual use of the word (e.g. 

porter, doorkeeper, janitor, warden, or custodian). 

To explain the above findings, every language has words and concepts with no single 

equivalent in other languages. For example, there could be no "logic" nor "romance" in Chinese 

although there were modern-day phonetic translations. There was an English word that could 

not be translated into any other language, but specific examples for specific languages abound 

(Nordlund, 2014). There were lots of slang words in particular that could not quite carry the 

same flavor or meaning of the English original. 

           The word ‘facet’, means a small plane surface in Hospitality Management; any of several 

sides or aspects, as of a personality in Tourism; and the outer surface of an ommatidium of a 

compound eye, as in many insects and crustaceans in Marine Engineering. For other 

\definitions not mentioned in the findings, ‘facet’ could mean ‘one side of something many-

sided, especially of a cut gem’; ‘a particular aspect or feature of something’; ‘participation by 

the laity in all facets of church life’; or in zoology, ‘facet’ is any of the individual units 

(ommatidia) that make up the compound eye of an insect or crustacean. 
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To justify the above findings, the researcher of this study believed that general terms 

were different from specific terms. General ideas usually express the main point or main idea 

of a piece of writing. They present the topic of a paragraph, essay, or book and make a statement 

about it, usually a claim that needs to be proven (Cain, Lemmon, & Oakhill, 2004). Specific 

ideas on the other hand should provide evidence to further define the general or main idea and 

proved that it was valid. This evidence could take many forms: examples, anecdotes, logical 

reasons, facts, statistics, and expert testimony.  

A word definition could be a word, phrase, or another set of symbols. Definitions could 

be classified into two large categories, intentional definitions (which try to give the sense of a 

term) and extensional definitions (which proceed by listing the objects that a term describes) 

(Ramos, 2015). Another important category of definitions is the class of ostensive definitions, 

which convey the meaning of a term by pointing out examples. A term may have many different 

senses and multiple meanings and thus require multiple definitions. 

In modern usage, a definition is something, typically expressed in words that attaches 

a meaning to a word or group of words. The word or group of words that is to be defined is 

called the definiendum, and the word, group of words or action that defines it is called 

the definiens. An intentional definition also called a connotative definition, specifies the 

necessary and sufficient conditions for a thing being a member of a specific set. Any definition 

that attempts to set out the essence of something, such as that by genus and differentia, is 

intentional.  An extensional definition, also called a denotative definition, of a concept or term, 

specifies its extension. It is a list naming every object that is a member of a specific set 

(Dodigovic, 2015). 

Thus, the "seven deadly sins" could be defined intentionally as particularly destructive 

of the life of grace and charity within a person, thus creating the threat of eternal damnation. 

An extensional definition would be the list of wrath, greed, sloth, pride, lust, envy, and gluttony. 
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In contrast, while an intentional definition of "Prime Minister" might be "the most senior 

minister of a cabinet in the executive branch of government in a parliamentary system", an 

extensional definition could not be possible since it was not known who future prime ministers 

would be (Laufer & Hulstijn (2001).  

The grammatical formation that looks unusual because of these sound-induced 

mechanisms, may be replaced by construction to become more common in analogous 

situations. This would happen first for constructions/words used only rarely, because then 

people (even native speakers) would not remember ‘now’ as an exception and replaced it by a 

(now) regular form. Only in very common words, traces of ancient usage remain (for that 

reason, conjugation of "to be" was so odd compared to ordinary verbs) (Briggs, 2015). After 

some centuries, one could have a fairly neat, ordinary grammatical system (with some ancient 

traces, but those were acceptable), but the next sound change was on its way to smash it all 

again.  

For criminology, words identified were mutually exclusive to other without traces of 

the following: (1) innovation (planned creation of new roots (often on a large-scale), such as 

slang, branding; (2) borrowing of foreign words; (3) compounding (composition) or the 

combination of lexemes to make a single word; (4) abbreviation of compounds; (5) acronyms, 

the reduction of compounds to their initial letters, such as NASA and LASER; (6) inflection, a 

morphology change with a category, such as a number or tense; and (7) agglutination, the 

compounding of morphemes into a single word (Kaplan, 2017). 

What was noticeable in all the frequent words in Criminology was the word derivation 

or a morphological change resulting in a change of category. Derivation was a product of 

lexicalization. Such was the process by which new words, having gained widespread usage, 

entering one’s lexicon (Elgort, I. (2011). Since lexicalization could modify lexemes 

phonologically and morphologically, it became possible that a single etymological source was 
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inserted into a single lexicon in two or more forms as in the cases of; adjourn, civilian, 

colloquialism, conceal, entity, espionage, forensic, interjection, jurisdiction, revolver, and 

summon. The rest of the words; bail, beacon, flask and summon were non-derivational. In the 

case of epithet, this could be considered a doublet which when paired with (e.g. epitaph), the 

pair would become close semantically (Kaplan, 2017). Two other examples could be ‘aptitude 

versus attitude’ and ‘employ versus imply’.  

           Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, (2008) stated that with the consideration of spoken language 

as an overflowing stream of speech, it has become a success for many to sequence individual 

words in many cases. Literature, for example, has been devoted to having determined the 

degree of which format on the concept of word boundary must be utilized for acoustic speech. 

Bada (2015) added that the comprehensive theory on word segmentation may be determined 

through the combination of related importance and its use in the different sources of 

information given. Many findings in literature have shown the inclusion of lengthening from 

word-initial and final segments to syllables that are head-to-head with its word boundaries. If 

there is embedded in short sentences due to the ambiguities of word sequence, a consistent and 

considerable duration of their differences are no longer consider word-medial segments. 

Prosodic boundaries were also considered about lengthening of word-initial segments. In 

comparison to the lip movement of syllables, there are also boundary conditions. For instance, 

/m/, as mommamia vs. Momma-Mini. The boundary across Momma and Mimi becomes slower 

as /m/ together with the prosodic boundaries. This finding was extended up until the 

confirmation of the articulatory gestures, such as, get larger longer and further apart 

(Georgievea, 2019). It has been reported that with the additional properties in phonetics, 

amplitude control was included in correlation with the word boundaries. There is also a 

realization of segments through allophonics. This pertains to the differences of vowels, and the 
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degree of co-articulation is also included. Thus, demonstrating the cue production for listeners 

as they speak. 

This shows that lexeme would share the same lexical meaning or meaning but would 

have a different grammatical meaning. Thus, comparing words in its singular form and a word 

in its plural form may be different in form, tense, verbs, can still be semantically relevant. The 

change affected sentence-meaning and was determined partly by the meaning of the words (i.e., 

lexemes) which was composed and partly by its grammatical meaning. 

How does cross-linguistic variation in linguistic structure affect the acquisition of 

meanings? Human being has their unique ability to express an unbounded set of exact word 

concepts: (1) which emerged only after one had begun using language, and (2) it is typical to 

study cross-culture studies that can be related with the verb list and list of words that may 

represent a large structure of words (Alhanouf, Sullivan, Donlan, Marušič, Žaucer, O’Donnell, 

and Barner, 2013). This suggests that most cultures and natural language play a central role in 

the use of words and structures in acquiring the language. For some instances, the linguistic 

structure becomes important as it helps distinguish the preexisting concepts that are relevant to 

the concept especially in finding meaning. It still even stringer when one provides a 

combination of the diverse perceptual and conceptual systems that can allow learners to create 

new concepts. Each of these past accounts had supported word and structural learning to allow 

a human being to express or combine different concepts (Meral, 2017). On the other hand, 

beyond the mere expression and combination of various concepts, it was argued that through 

giving specific cues to the meaning using morphological and syntactic structures, the language 

may also support both word and structural learning. 

At this point, the researcher would like to expound on the difference between general 

definition and the difference between concrete and abstract meanings since most terms in this 

field of specialization were found too general. A general definition singles a unit of spoken or 
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written language. Meaning is general when it becomes suitable depending on the various class, 

kind, and or group affecting the whole. It is not confined by specialization or careful limitation, 

belonging to the common nature of a group of like individuals; generic or the general 

characteristics of a prevalent species; deals with universal concerned than specific factors or 

something (such as a concept, principle, or statement) involving the whole. 

Most of the frequent words were identified as nouns. Nouns of any kind (count or non-

count, singular, or plural) may be ‘specific’ or ‘general.’ A noun is specific when the writer 

wishes to talk about something or things in particular. Also, a noun is general when the writer 

wishes to generalize something or things. The equivalent nouns identify frequent words that 

are identical in form despite their different usage as specific or general. Meanings could be 

specific to the field, looking into specific categories, sharing properties referred to a particular 

category exerting a distinctive feature, or free from ambiguity imposing a fixed measure.  

The present study also revealed that Information technology textbooks were found to 

use concrete (very specific) nouns. Concrete terms refer to objects or events available to the 

senses. This is directly opposite to abstract terms, which name things that are not available to 

the senses. Because these terms refer to objects or events, one can see or hear or feel or taste 

or smell, their pretty stable meanings. While abstract terms like love change meaning with time 

and circumstances, concrete terms stay pretty much the same. Success means different things 

to each one and one could be sure of the meaning of abstract (Evans & Morrison, 2011). 

General terms and specific terms are not opposites, as abstract and concrete terms are; instead, 

they are the different ends of a range of terms. General terms refer to groups; specific terms 

refer to individuals, but there a gap between.  

Chilingaryan (2016) defined Polysemy as the ability to acquire multiple meanings in 

many senses, interrelated with the semantic field. Thus, observed separately from homonymy 

of having multiple meanings of a word that may be unconnected or unrelated. When a group 
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of words share the same spelling and pronunciation but acquire different meanings, then the 

words are identified as homonyms. Homonyms are simultaneously considered as homograph 

and homophones; as homographs pertain to the similarity of the words in spelling regardless 

of their difference in pronunciation, and homophones that pertains to the similarity of words in 

pronunciation regardless of their differences in spelling (Hsu, 2006). 

A general definition singles a unit of spoken or written language. Meaning is general 

when it becomes applicable to every member of a class, kind, or group, or affecting the whole. 

It is not confined by specialization or careful limitation, belonging to the common nature of a 

group of like individuals; generic or the general characteristics of a prevalent species; 

concerned or dealing with universal rather than particular aspects; relating to be determined by 

or concerned with main elements rather than limited details; bearing a general resemblance to 

the original; holding superior rank or taking precedence over others similarly titled; or 

something (such as a concept, principle, or statement) involving the whole. 

Most of the frequent words were identified as nouns. Nouns of any kind (count or non-

count, singular, or plural) may be ‘specific’ or ‘general.’ A noun is specific when the writer 

wishes to talk about something or things in particular. On the other hand, a noun is general 

when the writer wishes to generalize something or things. The equivalent nouns in the 

identified frequent words were identical in form despite their different usage as specific or 

general. Meanings could be specific to the field, constituting or falling into a specifiable 

category, sharing or being those properties of something that allow it to be referred to a 

particular category, restricted to a particular individual, situation, relation, or effect, exerting a 

distinctive feature, or free from ambiguity imposing a fixed measure.  

The present study also revealed that Information technology textbooks were found to 

use concrete (very specific) nouns. Concrete terms refer to objects or events available to the 

senses. This is directly opposite to abstract terms, which name things that are not available to 
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the senses. Because these terms refer to objects or events, one can see or hear or feel or taste 

or smell, their pretty stable meanings. While abstract terms like love change meaning with time 

and circumstances, concrete terms stay pretty much the same. Success means different things 

to each one and one could be sure of the meaning of abstract (Evans & Morrison, 2011). 

General terms and specific terms are not opposites, as abstract and concrete terms are; instead, 

they are the different ends of a range of terms. General terms refer to groups; specific terms 

refer to individuals, but there a gap between. A definition states the meaning of a word using 

other words. This is sometimes challenging. Common dictionaries contain lexical descriptive 

definitions but there are various types of definitions - all with different purposes and focuses. 

Polysemy is the capacity for a sign (such as a word, phrase, or symbol) to have multiple 

meanings (that is, multiple semes or sememes and thus multiple senses), usually related by 

contiguity of meaning within a semantic field (Chilingaryan, 2016). Thus, it is usually regarded 

as distinct from homonymy, in which the multiple meanings of a word may be unconnected or 

unrelated. A homonym is, in the strict sense, one of a group of words that share the same 

spelling and pronunciation but have different meanings. Thus, homonyms are simultaneously 

homographs (words that share the same spelling, regardless of their pronunciation) and 

homophones (words that share the same pronunciation, regardless of their spelling). The state 

of being a homonym is called homonymy (Hsu, 2006). Examples of homonyms are the pair 

stalk (part of a plant) and stalk (follow/harass a person) and the pair left (past tense of leave) 

and left (opposite of right). A distinction is sometimes made between "true" homonyms, which 

are unrelated in origins, such as skate (glide on ice) and skate (the fish), and polysemous 

homonyms, or polysemes, which have a shared origin, such as mouth (of a river) and mouth 

(of an animal).   
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Problem 3.  The bridge model for vocabulary instructions in English for General Purposes  

PROPOSED BRIDGE MODEL FOR VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION 

 The researcher proposed a ‘Bridge Model’ to enrich the vocabulary of students across 

disciplines since findings revealed that there was a great need to improve not only vocabulary 

learning but also instruction. It was also found out that there was a need for vocabulary teachers 

to explore different strategies in teaching vocabulary among students deviating from 

conventional ways, like the use of dictionaries. Since this is the most common means of getting 

the meaning of a word, we cannot do away with it. It is also considered is one of the most 

important and reliable references for the learners, accessible and readily available. It was found 

out based on the results from the analysis of Malekpur (2015) that learners use dictionaries to 

expand their vocabulary knowledge, aside from looking up for new words. Same with bilingual 

dictionaries. It was also stated that bilingual dictionaries usually provide just and L1 synonym; 

monolingual dictionaries similar to Oxford’s include L2 definitions, including examples, 

sentences, both synonyms and antonyms, and even pictures. This can truly help the learners 

better understand the new words acquired. Thus, revealing the learners’ preference for using 

monolingual dictionaries rather than the bilingual ones.  

           Krogerus and Tschappeler (2008), in their “The Decision Book: 50 Models for Strategic 

Thinking”, have proposed different models and strategies that allow the learners to respond in 

an easy manner where they use their acquired skill sets and knowledge. They have also stated 

that in achieving their goal, they have followed the following criteria: (1) simplify, they made 

sure that they relate everything to a realistic concept that is not complicated and is relevant; 

(2) pragmatic, they made sure to focus only on the useful and important concepts to tackle; 

(3) sum up, this pertains to the summary of the complex interrelations that were included in the 

book; (4) visual, they have utilized images and diagrams to further represent the concepts that 

learners may find difficult to understand through words; (5) organize, they have provided a 

systematic filing system that compiles ample of concepts that they believe can be helpful for 
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the learners; and (6) methods, they have followed the pattern of providing answers at the same 

time asking questions, whereas, these answers appear once the models are managed based on 

how it would work for the learners. In general, it can be used as a tool to reveal one’s strengths 

and weaknesses, which they can still improve. The models are to be used to gain an overview 

of what each individual possesses in terms of knowledge and skills. It was also agreed that 

these models do not reflect reality, but, it was argued that these models do not describe an 

individual rather it should be taken as the result of an active thought process (Krogerus and 

Tschappeler, 2008). 

Although direct vocabulary instruction had been important and reliable, it had become 

insufficient alone to foster student’s language and vocabulary development. This is the reason 

why students should be engaged more with discussions that provide them the opportunity to 

read a wide variety of texts across the different fields and increase their awareness of the 

language that surrounds them. Students would talk, write, listen, and read often to expand their 

English language proficiency and vocabulary knowledge. There would also be an opportunity 

for the students to reflect as regards their experience in learning a new vocabulary word and in 

associating this with their prior set of vocabulary knowledge. Furthermore, the researcher 

deems that this model would guide not only the learners but most especially, educators in 

innovating their approaches in teaching the skills needed at the tertiary level. With the new 

curriculum and the different STRANDS available, vocabulary instruction should be ‘do-it-all’ 

for general vocabulary acquisition. Thus, teachers must also be equipped with necessary 

approaches that will tap their existing knowledge that will help them develop their vocabulary 

knowledge. Alakawi (2017) attested this through this statement that teachers should involve a 

more interactive teaching approach for the learners not to get bored with the boring lectures. In 

terms of vocabulary teaching, the teachers must use techniques that will help students acquire 

vocabulary and not just know a word.  
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                   The US President Dwight D. Eisenhower once said: “The most urgent decisions 

are rarely the most important once”. It was said he was considered a master of time 

management, as he could do everything that needs to be done. Thus, the purpose of the 

Eisenhower method is to help learners distinguish what is important and what must be done. 

Side by side to this model is the organizing method attributed to the multimillionaire Warren 

Buffet. This model helps the learners organize their thoughts by listing everything that they 

want to get done. Beginning at the top of the list, and would only continue once the first task 

was completed. Afterward, when the task has been completed then it must be crossed out of 

the list. The learners must learn to distinguish what to prioritize in enhancing one’s vocabulary. 

They must also determine their strengths and weakness as to their vocabulary, so that they may 

easily identify where to focus as far as vocabulary instruction is concerned.  

Some of the strategies presented in the study of Alakawi (2017) are (1) Semantic 

mapping strategy, which was said to facilitate the reading comprehension process. This is 

where the learners learn to think and categorize the words under a certain concept. This allows 

the learners to remember the meaning of words (Baleghizadeh & Naeim, 2011; Basaraba et al., 

2013); (2) Morphological analysis, where a learner is taught with the basic morpheme 

knowledge, from the roots and affixes, and the process that they have to understand as they 

look for the vocabulary meaning using this strategy. In a study conducted by Bellomo (2009), 

he clarifies that the process of morphological analysis pertains to the breaking down the 

morphological complex into their constituent morphemes or word parts. He also cited as an 

example the word ‘worker’ comprising with two meanings: the base word ‘work’ and the 

inclusion ‘-er’, conveying an agent, a person, or a thing. He also added that when 

comprehending a text or a word, this solely relies on the vocabulary of the leaners. However, 

using this strategy may require a learner with a deeper knowledge of the morphological 

concepts (e.g., free morphemes, bound morphemes, inflectional morphemes, and derivational 
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morphemes); (3) Literal comprehension, which is categorized by Davis (2006) into two 

categories: interpretative comprehension and critical comprehension. As he has defined the 

two, interpretative comprehension was distinguished as the second-highest level of 

understanding which requires the learners to read between the lines, requiring them to learn 

figurative languages as well. On the other hand, critical comprehension requires a high level of 

understanding where a learner must judge the passage that they have read. This requires the 

learner to read beyond what the line is interpreting. It is more of perceiving what will happen 

to the consecutive events.  Results of the said study have implied the need for the teachers to 

engage the learners in the basics of morphological analysis and semantic mapping 

simultaneously while teaching reading or a new word. Furthermore, teachers must train 

learners to examine the function of various word parts. Learners must be allowed to explore 

and analyze on their own whether it is inside or outside the classroom. They should be given a 

non-constraint environment where they can explore with the prior knowledge that they possess 

related to the new word being learned.  

In connection to learning and enhancing vocabulary, learners must be able to determine 

the origin of words. Another model called “The Family Tree Model”, which justifies where a 

thought or connection began. Same with words, if this model will be used then one may trace 

the meaning of a word through its word parts and the affixes used. The more branches mean 

the more diverse the word is in structure. Furthermore, there is also the concept of 

morphological stems based on the study of biological structures and configurations. It has been 

mentioned that through this model, a new word may be determined through the combining 

attributes that exist. Besides, this was primarily applied by Fritz Zwicky in the late 1930s to 

get engine technologies. He also used this model in marketing strategies and in developing new 

ideas. 
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 Subsequently, there also exist the Morphological Box and Scamper model which could 

help a learner substitute, combine, adapt, modify, put or use, eliminate, and reverse ideas 

depending on the task given. This requires expertise as well as the imagination, as this also 

aims to create something new out of something that already exists. This model is believed to 

help create new words based on an existing idea.  

            On the other hand, there is this model called “The Rubber Band Model”, where a 

person’s decision is balanced through weighing the pros and cons first. Looking at the positive 

and negative effects of the decision or idea which can be acquired by a person.  

The idea of the model is to deduce the difference between what is holding the learner 

back from learning and what pulls them towards the new learned idea. These two are both 

considered positive and reflective because it attracts a clearer understanding of one’s 

knowledge or decision. Another model is the one called “The Crossroads Model”, inspired by 

the Personal Compass Model developed by San Francisco Consulting Agency (The Grove). 

This helps a person find his direction through filling out the following questions: (1) where 

have you come from; (2) what is important to you; (3) which people are important to you; (4) 

what is hindering you; and (5) what are you afraid of? Once the questions were answered, 

learners are asked to evaluate the list and determine what is missing. This model allows a 

learner to find the reason/s behind an action or an idea. This model may also be used in 

vocabulary instructions. Considering the different tier category, this model may help a learner 

understand their needs as to learning or enhancing their vocabulary banks.  

           They say that human being cannot hold on to one’s personality, but can become aware 

of the personality of the different people around them. This model, called “The Johari Window” 

is said to be the most interesting models in terms of human interaction. This model is derived 

from the first name of its proponent, Joseph Luft, and Harry Ingham. 
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 This model takes the form similar to a window, whose four panes are divided personal 

awareness into four: (A) the characteristics and experiences that a learner is aware of himself 

with which the learner likes to tell others; (B) describe things that the learners know about 

themselves but choose not to reveal to others; (C) the things that the learners do not know about 

themselves but are explicitly seen; (D) the aspects that the learners hide from themselves and 

others as well. This model can be used in vocabulary instruction to assess the learner’s 

knowledge of a lexical item. From this, the learner could collect information and come up with 

a conclusion. However, the limit to this is confined within the grasp of vocabulary knowledge 

and not among the rules of writing and speaking. This means, with the use of the bridge model, 

the learners’ vocabulary knowledge may be determined highlighting the 3 different tiers and 

the factors of vocabulary learning.  

           As far as tiers 1, 2, and 3 are concerned, other strategies are thought to help develop and 

improve vocabulary. Tompkins (2017), in her book “Literacy for the 21st Century: A balanced 

Approach”, stated how phonics work in the overall process of reading and comprehension. She 

also mentioned how Marilyn Adams recommended the teaching of phonics with a balanced 

approach involving strategies for both reading and writing. It has been emphasized that the 

instruction should focus more on useful information. It must be systematic and intensive at the 

same time. For basic vocabulary, tier 1, learners could be engaged with instructions related to 

spelling words. Tompkins (2017) implied that spelling is also a part of “cracking the code”. As 

learners become equipped with the knowledge on phonics, they apply what they learn through 

reading and writing. Furthermore, with the concept of tier 1, students, especially on the tertiary 

level, must be well equipped with the knowledge required for this category. It is evident that 

tier 1 acts as a foundation of one’s vocabulary knowledge; and since the tertiary level involves 

a more complex context, they are expected to have acquired a reasonable bank of knowledge 

that will allow them to take on the next category with ease. 
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Aldoobie (2015) stated in his study on the ADDIE model suggest that the importance 

of a systematic process in creating and developing effective, appealing, and efficient 

instructional materials within a supportive environment. This design targets the learner’s needs 

as the core target of the instruction.  

 This is a learner-centered instructional design that allows the learner to engage 

themselves more in the learning instruction. The first step is Analysis, this is the process of 

defining the target knowledge to be acquired; the second step is the Design, this highlights the 

process of to undergo to learn the concept; the third step is Development, this pertains to 

formulation of the learning materials that are aligned to the target knowledge; the fourth step 

is the Implementation, this is where the learning materials are used in real-life context; and 

lastly Evaluation, which pertains to the assessment of the efficacy of the instruction formulated 

(McGriff, 2000). In terms of vocabulary instruction, this model can also be used to meet the 

learner’s needs. This allows the learner to conduct self-evaluation of the knowledge acquired. 

Through the teacher’s assistance, the learners may be able to bring out their confidence in the 

newly acquired knowledge.  

           On the other hand, Dr. Ruben Puentedura (2000) suggests that his SAMR model 

allows the learners to move along with the fast-paced changing environment. In this model, the 

learning instruction is upgraded into the 21st century set up. As the mobile device becomes 

very evident and accessible to students, it has been proposed to transform this into a learning 

tool (Romrell et.al, 2014). This model allows the learner to be more collaborative and 

connected through the use of technology. With easy access to information, students are given 

various ways to interact with their peers and re-evaluate themselves at the same time. In terms 

of vocabulary development, learners will be able to easily compare and contrast the existing 

knowledge that they have. They are also able to easily access information for further 
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clarification of words that are unfamiliar to them. This allows them to be actively involved in 

the process.  

Indeed, vocabulary instruction requires a tedious process. Some different methods and 

strategies help the learner absorb so much knowledge that will make them equipped with 

vocabulary in the different categories. Thus, it is the goal of this study to come up with a model 

that will help ESL learners, especially at the tertiary level, to improve their vocabulary learning. 

It is believed that through assessing one’s knowledge the learner will be able to develop their 

strengths and work on their weaknesses better and the teachers may be able to provide effective 

vocabulary instruction as well. 

Strategize, Analyze, and Make Meaning Model 

S.A.M.M.) 

 

 

 

 

They say, understanding the reason why certain words are used instead of another word 

is a power, and that there are other words that one could use in place of the words that a speaker 
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or a writer have originally used (Manyak, P. Manyak, A., Cimino, and Horton, 2018). As 

second language user, this can really become a challenge as it requires us to have an ample 

amount of learned words that would suffice our vocabulary knowledge. A vocabulary pertains 

to a set of familiar words that deals with one's language. It is usually developed with age that 

serves as a useful and fundamental tool for communication and for acquisition of knowledge 

(Briggs, 2015). 

It has been said that it is important for an English Language Learner (ELL) to be 

equipped with the knowledge and skills in unlocking meaning of unfamiliar words. They are 

expected to know the following: 

1.  The manner of giving instructions that would center on one or more context;  

2. The questions asked to the students, answering a cloze test type of instruction;  

3. The directions involving the development of a general strategy that is deemed to infer the 

meaning of a word from context, something that has explicit reference;  

4. The instructions that urge to help students in order to develop a general schema to be able 

them to conceptualize a definition; and  

5. The involvement of the practice only concept, where there is the absence of any specific 

guidance that would influence the meaning of the word. 

 It must also considered that the bridge model is limited to the vocabulary knowledge 

that confined within the grasp of the three tiers and how to utilize these words according to the 

factors presented above. Unfortunately it may also result into giving a wrong connotation, 

similar to instances where a learner encounter a word and considers an incorrect equivalent. 

Regardless of their likeness in sound, these words may still have different meanings (Arechiga, 

2013). With that being said, this serves the purpose of the proposed bridge model: S.A.M.M, 

which stands for Strategize, Analyze, and Make Meaning. The model is designed to help 

student better understand a word based on its concept and context, tapping one's prior 
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knowledge and the definition of a words being learned. For this study, the researcher have 

gathered a set of words from different line of profession to identify at least the basic words that 

a learner must possess before continuing a course. These words are categorized into different 

tiers: Tier 1. Tier 2, and Tier 3. In the framework shown, the three tiers are placed in ascending 

order staring from Tier 1, the basic vocabulary which rarely require direct instruction and 

typically do not have multiple meaning. Followed by Tier 2, high frequency words that occur 

across variety of domains; and Tier 3, that refers to the low frequency lexical terms that 

occurred in specific filed of interest only. There ascending position represent the order of 

difficulty and knowledge level of a learner on particular set of words. These levels were 

suggested to emphasize the vocabulary knowledge that each learner has, focusing on the 

different factors that allow a learner to tap their prior knowledge of the word encountered. In 

between each tiers, you will find terms Concept and Context which represent the definition of 

a word based on how the learner perceive it and the passage of discourse that surrounds a word. 

Since, these factors affect the understanding of a learner. If not well catered, the leaner might 

get the wrong meaning of a word. Thus, Strategize and Analyze are side by side to help connect 

the concept and the context of a word. This is the core of the Make meaning process that a 

learner undergo while using the bridge model. Since, this model can be used both by teacher 

and student, understanding a word will also create a teacher-student connection/understanding 

as it may reveal ethnicity background which would help both to enrich one's vocabulary 

knowledge. 

Terminologies Basic 

Vocabulary 

Multiple 

Meaning 

Vocabulary 

Context-

Specific 

Vocabulary 

Definition Translation 

to Mother 

Tongue 

Sentence 
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SAMM stands for Strategize, Analyze, and Make Meaning, which targets to help both 

the teacher and the learner determine one’s vocabulary knowledge. There are ways to use this 

model: from the teacher’s perspective and in the student’s perspective. English for specific 

purposes is said to be a new trend in English language and vocabulary knowledge is at the 

crucial stage in teaching. It is the role of teachers to help students identify themselves in this 

journey of making themselves equipped with the necessary knowledge need for a specific role. 

However, it must still be considered that this is not an easy task as this matter has been 

neglected for several years (Xhaferi, 2010). This model is divided into seven columns. The first 
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column is for the terminologies, this can both be supplied by the teacher and the learner 

depending on the target goal of the model. The second to the seventh column is for the learners 

to supply. The second, third, and fourth columns are intended for the different tiers that would 

determine the vocabulary knowledge of the learner: basic vocabulary, multiple-meaning 

vocabulary, and context-specific vocabulary. According to Qian (2002), in terms of reading 

comprehension, one must be able to measure one's capability to evaluate the depth of one’s 

vocabulary knowledge. It has been revealed that when a learner breaks a word into its 

morphological component, their knowledge, and comprehension on a particular word-

formation show (Keiffer and Lesaux, 2008). It has also been mentioned that morphological 

interpretation is an important factor in incorporating the understanding of a word, specifically 

the suffixes, roots, and other morphemes accompanied to one’s metalinguistic knowledge and 

capability in analyzing word meaning. It is the purpose of this model to not only identify the 

category of a word but most importantly, to prove that a learner is knowledgeable of a word 

based on its meaning that is classified into different tiers. Snow (2002) also added that in 

reading comprehension, an interactive and progressive procedure is needed to formulate and 

extract the meaning of a text. Nation and Snow (2004) revealed the influence of vocabulary 

depth’s statistical relation to the reading comprehension without the nonverbal, non-wording 

reading, and phonological capabilities of a learner. Their study affirms the important role of 

vocabulary knowledge in one’s reading achievement and success. Qian’s (2002) assessment of 

both the vocabulary depth on reading comprehension conducted on ESL participants with 

various L1 backgrounds, which asserts that vocabulary depth and reading proficiency are 

notably related to each other. Thus, this marks a remarkable contribution to the prediction of 

one’s academic success. In a different context, Mehrpour, Razmjoo, and Kian (2011) proved 

that vocabulary depth has a great influence over academic reading proficiency and that it 

contributes towards predicting one’s reading comprehension.  
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Furthermore, the fifth column requires students an in-depth proof of their vocabulary 

knowledge as regards the terminologies given by the facilitator. It has been said that one can 

determine a learner’s vocabulary knowledge based on the following stages: (1) if a learner is 

unfamiliar with a word; (2) if the word is familiar but the meaning is unknown to the learner; 

(3) if the learner can translate the word into NL; (4) if the learner can use the word appropriately 

in a sentence; and (5) if the learner can the word accurately both in meaning and in structure 

(Paribakht and Wesche, 1993). Thus, the purpose of this column is for the learners to define a 

word based on their knowledge. Like the above-mentioned factors in determining learner’s 

vocabulary, a learner can be classified into different characteristics. Thus, the sixth column of 

the model emphasized the mother tongue foundation of a learner. In these columns, the learner 

has to provide a translation of the word to its mother tongue language. One’s prior knowledge 

must not be a hindrance for the learner rather should be used to uplift and develop one’s 

understanding of a concept or a text. It must also be remembered that the definition must be 

aligned with the tier category that the word it is under. Moreover, in the last column, the learner 

must use the word in a sentence that would further exemplify the definition given on the fifth 

and sixth columns; and it must also be aligned to the course content. 

           The model above is designed to help both teachers and students to assess the learner’s 

vocabulary knowledge. This would allow the teachers to determine the suitable vocabulary 

strategy that would best fit their needs. There are two ways to use this model: the teacher’s 

perspective and the learner’s perspective. The teacher is considered as the facilitator of the 

knowledge and the one who has to give the appropriate instruction to help the learners improve 

vocabulary knowledge. From this perspective, the teacher must utilize this model as shown 

below: 
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Fig 10. SAMM in Teacher’s Perspective 

At the beginning of the vocabulary instruction, the teacher must act as the facilitator. 

As an initial evaluation of the learner’s prior knowledge, the teacher must provide a set of 

words under terminologies. These terminologies are aligned to the prerequisite knowledge of 

a particular course. On the other hand, the learner must cooperate by supplying the respective 

columns aligned to the learner’s stock knowledge.  The facilitator must also remember to 

emphasize the importance of the last three columns to this model; and that is to reveal the depth 

of a learner’s understanding of the meaning of a word. 

 

Fig 11. SAMM in Student’s Perspective 
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The next stage of the model requires a reading material given by the teacher. This 

material must be part of the curriculum and possess vocabulary texts that are aligned with its 

course. It is the role of the learners to fill out all these columns based on their understanding 

and knowledge. In this sense, the learner must supply the first column with the terminologies 

that they are familiar with. These terminologies must be taken from the material given by the 

teacher. Through this, the learner may explicitly show the depth of their understanding of the 

text. Also, this may help the teacher in providing the necessary instruction that would help 

improve one’s comprehension and knowledge of a particular concept or skill. Similar to figure 

10, students need to give a definition and translate it into their mother tongue. Eventually, the 

learner must also construct a sentence that further exemplifies the definition given. The 

researcher believes that this model would serve as a tool to determine the gap that the teachers 

have to fill in. It is also the role of the teacher to assist the learners by providing interactive 

instructions that would help meet the learner’s needs.  

 Below are examples of Lesson Plans (LP) proposed by the researcher as part of the 

bridge program for students’ skills development, a bridge model program in this proposal 

composed of vocabulary activities to connect key skills for comprehension readiness. The 

activities integrate vocabulary with a study of the text including text-dependent words for 

definitions, and phrasal text-based for sentence construction. The vocabulary bridge model 

consists of not only vocabulary instruction, enrichment and intervention activities, but also 

guided exercise and independent practice activities where clienteles would learn vocabulary 

concepts such as categorization and classification as well as abstract vocabulary concepts 

(Quigley, 2018). 
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY, CONLCUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This chapter presents the summary of the study, a summary of the results, limitations 

of the study, conclusions, and recommendations with regards to the analysis of the lexical items 

on ESP textbooks: a bridge model for vocabulary instructions in EGP. 

 

SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS 

Problem 1. The lexical items found across the following disciplines: Hospitality Management, 

Criminology, Tourism, Marine Engineering, and Information Technology:  

Lexical frequency of the different courses highlighted in this study, which further 

displays the great number of requisite words to encounter once a learner take this particular 

course. Highlighting the group of words that comprises the upper fifty percent of the total 

number of unit found across the lexicon of 37, 218 words in all. Based on the analysis, it can 

be asserted that utmost number of units are found within frequency count 1-10 with 88.52% 

for Hospitality Management; 89.5% for Criminology; 89.77% for Tourism; 89.36% for Marine 

Engineering; and 94.86% for Information Technology. This points out the substantial time and 

cognitive investment in order to acquire the start-up vocabulary needed to comprehend general 

texts. Round 10,000 to 12,000 English words for a bachelor degree and around 5,000- 6,000 

words are expected to be utilized in an active manner with a certain amount of skill. It can be 

deduced that it is evident that there is the presence of different tiers no matter what profession 

it may be.  
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Problem 2. The comparison of ESP lexical items based on the following skills: basic 

vocabulary, multiple-meaning vocabulary, and context-specific vocabulary: 

On basic vocabulary (Tier 1), Tourism got the highest frequency at 49% while Marine 

Engineering scored lowest at 25%; on multiple-meaning vocabulary (Tier 2), Marine 

Engineering got the highest at 61% while Information and Technology scored the lowest at 

31%; on context-specific vocabulary (Tier 3), Information and Technology got the highest at 

31% while Marine Engineering scored the lowest at 14%.  

Furthermore, the over-all percentage revealed that the biggest percentage of ESP lexical 

items fell in Tier 2, which was on multiple-meaning vocabulary while the least percentage was 

in Tier 3, specifically on context-specific vocabulary. 

The extent of words with multiple meanings in English has important implications for 

the vocabulary learning load of EFL learners. The greater proportion of such words among the 

target vocabulary implies an increased learning load. It has been investigated that the extent of 

multiple word meanings was referred to as the EFL lexicon. These include two subsets of 

vocabulary ‘the high-frequency vocabulary’ covering the most frequent words and ‘the mid-

frequency vocabulary’, which covered the subsequent words in frequency ranges. From 

sampled word frequency lists, results have indicated words in the entire sample having multiple 

meanings. The percentage was much higher among the high-frequency vocabulary but dropped 

considerably in the mid-frequency vocabulary. The words had meanings on average amounting 

to a learning load with meanings for the sample words. The high-frequency vocabulary had 

more meanings, two (2) to three (3) meanings per word which suggest an even heavier load for 

those learners with low proficiency was a common first target. The extent of multiple meanings 

is greater in noun: there was a greater percentage of nouns with multiple meanings and the 

number of meanings per word was also higher warranting special pedagogic attention. 
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Problem 3. A proposed bridge model for vocabulary instructions in English for General 

Purposes based on the findings of the study: 

           Based on the findings of the study, it is evident that no one method would solely suit the 

needs of the learners as far as vocabulary enrichment is a concern. There are ample reasons for 

learner's low or high vocabulary level. Considering the factors under each vocabulary category, 

tiers 1, 2, and 3, there is one or more methods that can be used to address all these. Considering 

the 37, 218 lexical items, a combination of all five textbooks for specific courses, it has shown 

how each course require a different need. For each set of words, the learners are expected to 

have acquired the necessary skills to understand and trace out the meaning it pertains to. Tier 

1 category suggests the learners’ foundational knowledge of the general English. 2, on the other 

hand, assesses the learners’ maturity in terms of understanding the real-world experiences. 

Furthermore, the tier 3 category depends on the career path they take. The different strategies 

presented, aims to help the learners better understand the knowledge they have acquired 

throughout their basic education until such time that they are in the tertiary level. It is a sad fact 

that learners, while they are in their basic education, usually don’t understand the point of 

learning the words that they have acquired. Some may have even learned the concept for the 

sake of just knowing but not to the point that they understood the manner these words should 

be used. On the other hand, the tier 3 category in context-specific vocabulary may further be 

improved once the learners have dully unidentified their respective goals, professionally wise. 

Hence, a bridge model with an acronym of SAMM, Strategize, Analyze, and Make 

Meaning Model was proposed for English educators in handling ESP and GSP. Primarily, the 

bridge model aimed at enriching the vocabulary instruction and acquisitions among students to 

ensure preparedness and be equipped to communicate in their respective workplaces.   

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher was able to formulate the following:  
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1. There were 37, 218  lexical items observed among the ESP textbooks used in the 

identified course programs in the Philippines;  

2. There is an utmost number of units are found within frequency count 1-10 with 88.52% 

for Hospitality Management; 89.5% for Criminology; 89.77% for Tourism; 89.36% for 

Marine Engineering; and 94.86% for Information Technology,  thus, determining the 

reasonable need for supplementary instruction to bridge the different tiers for the 

learners in depth vocabulary knowledge. 

3. A bridge model with an acronym of SAMM, which stands for strategic analysis of 

morphological meaning, was proposed for English educators in handling ESP and GSP. 

Primarily, the bridge model aimed to enrich the vocabulary instruction and acquisitions 

among students to ensure that they were well-prepared and were equipped to 

communicate in their respective workplaces.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher deemed to recommend the following: 

1. Rigorous and continuous study on the lexical items should be carried out to check the 

building of vocabulary for the learners;  

2. Conduct of research study focusing on the other aspect of the textbook analysis 

performed by other researchers;   

3. Adaptation of the suggested bridge model in developing textbooks for ESP and EGP. 

4. Re-visitation of the developed ESP and EGP textbooks to ensure that connectedness of 

vocabulary building and usage by the textbook writers, curriculum planners, and 

textbook planners; 

5. Bridging the gap between what is written in the textbook and what is needed in the 

workplace, the educators should cover the specific academic and occupational areas, so 

the learners can face the real world when they enter the job market; 
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6. Teaching with knowledge on the specific purpose of the learners for their future 

professional life, and simulate those activities in the classroom; 

7. Teaching to adapt ideas about those professionals and organize the materials 

accordingly.  

8. Teaching with knowledge of students’ professional job experiences or training to 

provide maximum output. The concerned universities should take responsibilities to 

offer ESP training for existing and future teachers; 

9. Learning of the particular knowledge for future professional needs in their fields; 

10. At the tertiary level, learning with an awareness of grammar rules and stimulating 

classroom activities using real-life communication. 
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APPENDIX 
 

LEXICAL ITEMS IN ESP TEXTBOOK FOR TOURISM - COUNT 1 
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LEXICAL ITEMS IN ESP TEXTBOOK FOR TOURISM - COUNT 2 
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ineffective instant invariable jasper knife leaner likes lossgain malfunctions meant mild monde music 
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